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Our Story 

Overview and Context 

Wycliffe Christian School has been engaged in partnering with families in the Christian education of their 

children for 46 years. The school grounds are nestled amidst natural bushland in the Lower Blue Mountains 

and provide a wonderful setting for Preschool to Year 12 education. In 2020 the School had 325 students 

enrolled from Kindergarten to Year 12, with 157 in the secondary school and 168 in the primary. 

Wycliffe is an independent and non-denominational school providing quality and engaging education which 

is delivered through a distinctly biblical worldview. The School is non selective and accepts enrolments of 

students with varying abilities and socio economic backgrounds.  

Wycliffe seeks to empower parents in their God-given responsibility for the upbringing and education of 

their children. Thus the School recognises the vital role of parents to the educative process, and emphasises 

the strength of its partnership with home. 

As a learning community we intentionally seek to see our students make the most of their God-given talents 

and abilities and to prepare them to be agents of hope and change in a fragmented world. As we engage 

with our world through the lens of our creator God and who Jesus is we are committed to helping our 

students ΨNurture Faith, Unwrap Truth, be Encouraged in Discernment and Enabled in Thoughtful Action.Ω 

Teaching inspires intellectual curiosity, develops critical thinking skills and promotes creativity, through a 

collaborative learning environment.  

From early childhood, through adolescence, and into young 

adulthood faith in Christ is nurtured. Unwrapping truth faces the 

complexities of working out a Christian worldview, giving 

students firm bases in a relativistic world that struggles to accept 

absolute values. This requires integrity, clarity and 

approachability aǎ DƻŘΩǎ ǘǊǳǘƘ ƛǎ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜŘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦ  

Discernment is encouraged in the exploration of ideas and the 

evaluation of human endeavour. The School does not shy away 

from confronting tough questions, celebrating the mystery of 

DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜΣ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǎƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǾŜΦ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƭŜŀǊƴ ǘƻ 

assess their relationships, their values, their choices and their 

behaviour against a biblical worldview. They also discover that 

their faith gives direction, purpose and significance to both life 

and learning. 

Wycliffe encourages students to take seriously the claims of 

Christ, celebrating His lordship over all life. The ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ desire is 

to empower young people in becoming all that God has created 

them to be, finding their place and purpose in His world. 

  Stage 5 Canyoning Experience - Term 4 
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Message from the Board Chairman 

²ŜƭƭΣ нлнл ǿŀǎ ŀ ȅŜŀǊ ƭƛƪŜ ƴƻ ƻǘƘŜǊΣ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ƛǘΚ ¢ƘŜ ǎǇǊŜŀŘ ƻŦ /h±L5-19 throughout the community meant 

that school had to shift from face-to-face to remote learning in a very short period of time. Indeed, for the 

last part of Term 1 and much of Term 2, it was remote learning for almost all students. But ironically, as we 

look back at 2020, the theme for the reflections on the year is one of thankfulness ς great thankfulness to 

God. 

We are especially thankful for our staff for their huge amount of 

work to make this happen in a way that enabled effective 

learning to continue. Teachers were required to make major 

adjustments to a whole new way of teaching remotely, both in 

the delivery of material and in keeping up with student progress. 

Many teachers had to quickly learn new technology and some 

teachers had to provide face-to-face input for children of 

essential workers, as well as running remote learning. It was a 

huge change and we are very proud of how our staff responded. 

We are also very thankful for our school families for partnering 

with us in this time of great change. We understand that this was 

not easy for many parents, many of whom were trying to 

supervise learning at home at the same time as working from home. We often speak of the school 

ΨǇŀǊǘƴŜǊƛƴƎΩ ǿƛǘƘ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ςthis was never truer than in 2020. We are also 

thankful for our resilient students who were able to adapt to new 

ways of learning in a truly tumultuous time, and to generally do it 

with a great attitude. 

For our students, there was some disappointment that school 

camps were not really possible, other than the high school camps 

early in 2020. And excursions were problematic for much of the 

year. It was wonderful to see teachers looking for memorable 

school-based experiences for students to make the best of what 

was possible in 2020. We hope that the greater freedom of early 

2021 continues throughout the year so the school camps and 

excursions can be held, with aƭƭ ǘƘŜ ΨƳŀƪƛƴƎ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŜǎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΩ 

and learning in other environments that make these experiences 

so special. 

We were so thankful in 2020 for the excellent leadership of our Principal, David Johnston, and Vicki Williams, 

our Assistant Principal. It is at times like in 2020 where clear and focussed leadership is so important. The 

constant change in what was allowed often meant that plans needed to be changed at short notice. And the 

communication to school families showed a genuine care and concern for what all families were experiencing 

and the general uncertainty that was 2020. 

We were also thankful for federal government COVID-19 assistance in the form of PAYG rebates that allowed 

the school to be generous to families who had lost income due to COVID-19. This was an important time for 

us to stand with our families who were significantly impacted by the COVID-19 restrictions. The financial 

Junior School Students Taking Advantage of the Science Lab 

Creative Camp Experiences 
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performance of the school over 2020 was quite strong in terms of our cash position ς this was not something 

we expected back in March 2020. 

Indeed, moving towards 2021 and anticipating an increase in enrolments of 45-50 students, we were able to 

hire a large number of new staff for 2021. We are encouraged by the gifts and passion these new staff 

members will bring to supplement our incredibly gifted existing staff. We are so thankful to God for providing 

the new staff that we needed at the right time. Several of those new staff are teaching in the three new 

Kindergarten classes where we are excited to welcome a large number of Kindergarten students, both from 

Preschool and from the wider community. 

Our Preschool enrolments continued to be very strong throughout 2020. We are thankful that due to 

government funding of Preschool fees, no families had to withdraw their children from Preschool due to loss 

of income because of COVID-19. In 2021, the Preschool will be open 5 days per week and at the start of 2021 

was already close to capacity almost every day, with some students on waitlists. The planning for the new 

Preschool building is close to complete and building should commence in a few months' time. This new 

building will allow us to have a much greater capacity for Preschool enrolments and should mean no waitlists 

for quite some time. Preschool will continue to be a very important pathway into the school community and 

we expect higher Preschool enrolments will lead to larger Kindergarten enrolments each year. We are 

immensely grateful for Julie Taylor and her team for their faithful leading of the Preschool and for their 

profound impact on these young lives. 

And in 2020, our school Association was granted approval to commence the Wycliffe Hope School in 2021. 

Wycliffe Hope provides education for students with mild to moderate intellectual delay or who have an 

Autism Spectrum Disorder. It will be strongly integrated into the life of the Wycliffe community under the 

ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ Ψǘǿƻ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ς ƻƴŜ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ǘƘŀƴƪŦǳƭ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ǘŜŀƳ ƻŦ ǎǘŀŦŦ ǿƘƻ 

will be responsible for this new learning environment in Wycliffe, led by Sarah Allison. It is truly a privilege to 

welcome the initial group of twelve precious young girls and boys into 

our community in the two Wycliffe Hope classes. 

We are thankful to God for our wonderful staff who are committed to 

educating our children in a way that honours the Lord, who genuinely 

care for our students and want to show them what it means to live as 

DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ !ƴŘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƘŀƴƪŦǳƭ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ƻǳǊ 

families for the privilege of sharing the education of your children with 

us. 

In Christ 

  

Ian Fryer 

Board President 

On behalf of the Board of The John Wycliffe Christian Education Association 

  

Stage 5 Agriculture in Action 
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Message from the Principal 

As I reflect and sit to write for this Annual Report I am reminded again and ŀƎŀƛƴ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭƴŜǎǎΦ ²Ŝ 

have lived a year that has encompassed challenges and celebration, tears and laughter, complexity and joy. 

One of the great gifts of 2020 has been seeing our community intentionally replace a narrative of loss with a 

rich narrative of vibrant life. The following pages give a brief snapshot into the wonderful diversity of our 

learning community and give voice to all that we have to celebrate and be thankful for in 2020. It is my hope 

as you continue to read that you may be caught up into a similar response to mine.  

hǳǊ DƻŘ ƛǎ ǎƻ ǾŜǊȅΣ ǾŜǊȅ ƎƻƻŘ Χ ƻǳǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŘƻƴŜ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ 

Χ ƻǳǊ ǎǘŀŦŦ ŀǊŜ ŀ ƎƛŦǘ ǘƻ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ŀƭƛƪŜ Χ ƻǳǊ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ 

community is one in which God is profoundly present as we do life 

together. 

Looking back one of the key realities that have grounded us is ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ 

is living and active and speaks directly into our lives. There have been some key 

passages that have provided a sure foundation for us as we have navigated 

bushfires, floods and then coronavirus. Indeed, when heard through the 

knowledge of Jesus and his death and resurrection, Psalm 46 spoke profoundly 

to our year. The truth that God is our refuge and strength and an ever-present 

help in trouble meant that we did not have to fear even as the whole world 

seemed to be crumbling around our ears. Instead, in peace, we were able to 

be still and know God as our rock and certain hope as he ordered our steps. 

I am incredibly thankful to our community for how we did life together. There 

was amazing dedication from staff as we navigated a rapid move to online learning while remaining focused 

and intentional about high quality learning outcomes for all our students. There was also ongoing generous 

and gracious partnership from families as they faced multiple weeks of working from home while supporting 

their children. Finally, there was the beautiful resilience and growth in our students, particularly our Year 

мнΩǎΣ as they successfully navigated new dynamics in their learning journeys. In the midst of all of this we also 

successfully prepared for the launch of Wycliffe Hope School in 2021. An abundance of things to be thankful 

for! 

The images and words that follow seek to give insight into the deep and multi-faceted learning, within a 

gospel centred heartbeat, that occur in the day-to-day rhythms of Wycliffe. From our precious Preschool 

students through to our graduating Year 12 class of 2020. I continue to be thankful for the energy and 

exuberance of our pre-schoolers, the captivating smiles that invite you into kindergarten and the life of Junior 

School students as they discover how uniquely and preciously they have been made by God. Equally it is 

exciting to see our students making connections across Science, Technology, Engineering, Art and 

Mathematics. I am also very thankful for our continually expanding agriculture space, the inspiring visual art 

produced by our students, the CAFS learning projects making a difference for our community and our 

graduates achieving some outstanding results in the HSC. As you reflect on the blessings of 2020 it is my hope 

that you will also join with me in anticipation of looking forward to see what God does in our midst in 2021. 

David Johnston 

Principal  

A love of Learning 
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Wycliffe Staff 

Our staff team is dynamic and diverse. Each staff member is 

dedicated to Christian education and brings a unique set of 

skills and expertise that enhances the educational 

experience of the students. They apply themselves to 

present engaging and challenging learning experiences and 

frequently involve themselves in a range of extra curricula 

activities that support the broader school community.  

Wycliffe Christian School staff see their role as going beyond 

teaching the curriculum. They seek to work in partnership 

with families to teach and nurture each individual student 

and develop their unique gifts and abilities. 

All the staff at Wycliffe Christian School have a deep 

understanding of the privilege it is to serve our students and 

families. They work hard to create a nurturing community 

where all members feel a strong sense of belonging. 

Qualifications and Cultural Background 

In 2020 the School had 35 (28.9 full time equivalent) teaching staff (including the Principal and Assistant 

Principal), and 19 (9.3 full time equivalent) support staff. No staff identified as being from Aboriginal or Torres 

Strait Islander descent. All the teaching staff at Wycliffe hold appropriate tertiary level qualifications. 6% of 

teaching staff are working towards Accreditation and 94% of staff are maintaining their accreditation status. 

Professional Learning 

Despite the interruptions to the regular rhythms of life during 2020 our staff continued to invest themselves 

into professional learning across a diverse range of professional learning experiences. 

All staff are required to participate in annual mandatory training on child protection related legislation. Other 

courses were made available to staff to reflect their particular areas of teaching and desired professional 

learning goals. The following list provides a summary of some of the courses accessed by staff across the 

year. 

¶ Software Design & Development Curriculum  

¶ Child Protection Investigator Training 

¶ First Aid Training 

¶ Management of Epilepsy Training 

¶ Enhancing Extension English 

¶ Teaching Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

Perspectives 

¶ English Teachers Association Conference 

¶ Health & Wellbeing for Communities 

¶ Utilising Strengths within Leadership Teams 

¶ HSC Marker Training 

¶ Project Based Learning in the classroom 

¶ Strategic Approaches to the IRP 

¶ Use of Zoom and G-Suite within the Classroom  

¶ Equipped to Lead ς CEN Leadership Training 

¶ HSC Chemistry Curriculum 

¶ Integration - Special Needs 

¶ Walk throughs and Culture 

Junior School Staff - Book Week 
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Wycliffe Students 

Characteristics 

Students of Wycliffe are primarily drawn from the wider Blue Mountains 

Region, from Lapstone in the East to Katoomba in the West. 

There are slightly more boys enrolled than girls, 56% as compared to 44%. 

Less than 1% of the student population identifies themselves as of 

Indigenous or Torres Strait Islander descent. Less than 1% identify 

themselves as having a language background other than English. 

Initiatives promoting respect and responsibility 

Throughout 2020 the following programs and activities contributed to a 

culture that fosters respect and responsibility within and between students:  

¶ Contribution of the student leadership team to the life of the school 

¶ You Are Special Day ς (Junior School) 

¶ End of Year Celebration Events that honour each student. 

¶ Intentionally celebrating the futures of all of our Graduates  

¶ ΨhǳǊ tƭŀŎŜΩ ς highlighting rich, deep, connected and diverse learning. 

¶ Support of Destiny Rescue and the Royal Flying Doctor Service 

¶ Chaplain proactive in conducting groups that promote respect and 

responsibility in relationships 

¶ Flying of the Aboriginal, Torres Strait Islander, and varying other national flags daily at the school. 

¶ Engaging in student wellbeing that seeks to restore and renew right relationships 

As a learning community we seek for all students to enjoy the privilege of feeling valued and being treated 

as unique persons made in the image of God. We know that as relational beings we are created to share 

relationship with Him, and each other, as is expressed through community.  

Together we have a Ψlived narrativeΩ that ensures all students are given opportunities to develop positive 

attitudes and appropriate values. We seek to celebrate the journey into maturity of our students as they 

develop in their tolerance and understanding of others and their needs. 

At all times Wycliffe Christian School aims to promote respect and dignity amongst all members of the school 

community. Through daily devotions and interactions, our students are reminded of their individuality and 

uniqueness and are encouraged to demonstrate an attitude of 

understanding and respect towards others. 

  

Junior School Team Colours Day 

CAFS Students Supporting Community 
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Satisfaction 

We have the privilege of a student body who are deeply engaged in 

rhythms of life that give meaning, connection and purpose. We are 

thankful that this is then reflected in the retention of our students from 

the Preschool into Kindergarten, Year 6 into Year 7 and then from Year 

10 into Year 11. The highlights later in this report also give some rich 

snapshots into the satisfaction of students across our learning 

community. 

We are thankful that we can provide our students with a wide range of 

extra curricula activities and engaging learning experiences to enjoy. 

We love to celebrate that our classrooms and playground are places of 

positive interaction between students and teachers.  

 

Excerpts from School Captains Speech 2020  

Grace Cowles 

άL ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ ȅŜŀǊ ǎŜǾŜƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜƴΣ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƳŜŀƴ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ 

removal of middle school, a brand-new year 9 elective system, four different principals, NAPLAN and 

minimum standards tests, changes to courtyards and the study centre, and of course our good friend 

COVID-мфΦ bƻΣ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘΩǎ ǎŀŦŜ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǾŜ ŀƭƭ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƎǊƻǿƴ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭƭȅΣ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎŀƭƭȅΣ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƭȅΣ 

and Χ Ŧor all this I am eternally grateful. ά 

ά! huge thank you to our friends and faƳƛƭȅ ǿƘƻ ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜ ƘŜǊŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƴƻǿ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ȅƻǳ 

give us.έ 

άNow for all of us in year 12, we have had so many memories 

that we can take away. From playing endless games of mafia 

on year seven camp, to breaking down over the stress of 

trying to get through school during this crazy year. Some 

memories are happy, and some are awful, but we have all 

ƳŀŘŜ ƛǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ƻǳǊ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜΩƭƭ ŀƭƭ ōŜ 

able to look back and overall be glad of our time here at 

Wycliffe, and know that we learned some really important life 

lessons here.έ 

άThe only thing left now is the HSC; and then the big wide 

world. So, study hard, try not to stress too much, and trust 

that God will carry you safely through the pain and joy of 

becoming an adult and finding your place in the worldΦέ 

Jacob Powell 

άYr мнΣ ƛǘϥǎ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎΦ ¢ƘƛƴƎǎ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ƻǳǘ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅ ŀǎ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŜȄǇŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻΣ ƻǊ 

Ƙƻǿ ǿŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǿƻǳƭŘΩǾŜ ƭƛƪŜŘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻƻΣ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ /ƻǾƛŘ мфΦ Lƴ ŦŀŎǘΣ L ƪƴƻǿ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƻŦ ǳǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ƳȅǎŜƭŦΣ ƘŀǾŜ 

looked forward to this day since we were just little kids running around in junior school at Wycliffe, where 

we would get to walk out in front of our school, friends and family to conclude our schooling career. 

Year 12 Camp 



Wycliffe Christian School: 2020 Annual Report  

Page 10 of 34 

¦ƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅΣ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŜȄŀŎǘly have the 

ŦŀƛǊȅ ǘŀƭŜ ŦƛƴƛǎƘ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǾŜ ŘǊŜŀƳŜŘ ƻŦ ŦƻǊ 

so long. However, in saying this, I would like to thank all 

the staff here at Wycliffe for doing everything they could 

over the past weeks to make this time as special for us as 

possible. I would also like to especially thank the primary 

school teachers who have left those of us who have been 

here before high school with such great childhood 

ƳŜƳƻǊƛŜǎΣ ǘƘŀǘ LΩƳ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǘŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ 

our lives.έ 

άTo my classmates, I jǳǎǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƘƛǎΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ǎǘƻǇ 

ǎŜŀǊŎƘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ DƻŘΦ ²Ƙŀǘ L ǘƘƛƴƪ LΩǾŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ōŜŜƴ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ 

ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ƛǘ ŀƭƭΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ L ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ 

ƘŀǾŜ ƛǘ ŀƭƭ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦ Lǘ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ ŀƴ Ŝŀǎȅ ȅŜŀǊ 

ŦƻǊ ŦŀƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΣ ŀƴŘ LΩǾŜ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘŜƭȅ found myself questioning some things that I always thought I knew so 

ǿŜƭƭ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ .ǳǘ LΩƳ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǿǊŜǎǘƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΣ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ǳǇΦ !ƴŘ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ 

ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǳǎΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ƎƛǾŜ ǳǇΦ YŜŜǇ ǎŜŀǊŎƘƛƴƎ ƻǳt God. Keep working hard, and keep 

ƻƴ ƭƻǾƛƴƎ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǇŀǎǎƛƻƴŀǘŜ ŀōƻǳǘΦ ά 

Attendance 

The following table provides a summary of student attendance in 2020. 

Year K Yr 1 Yr 2 Yr 3 Yr 4 Yr 5 Yr 6 Yr 7 Yr 8 Yr 9 Yr 10 Yr 11 Yr 12 

Attendance 93% 93% 95% 94% 95% 94% 95% 93% 92% 92% 93% 95% 96% 

On average, approximately 93% of students attended school each day in 2020. This was slightly above 

attendance rates in the previous academic year. 

Non-attendance at school is managed by an electronic attendance roll, which activates notifcations to 

parents seeking explanation of non-explained absences. Where attendance patterns may affect the ability of 

a student to achieve educational outcomes for an external credential, formal warning letters are provided to 

student and parent. Applications for extended student leave are submitted on a formal application form, 

with approval or otherwise granted by the Principal. 

  

Juniors eagerly watching Year 12 fun! 
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NAPLAN 

Due to the interruptions caused by the Coronavirus in 2020 NAPLAN was not undertaken by students across 

Australia. The data in the following table is from 2019. We are thankful that learning metrics which we 

continue to collect demonstrate ongoing individual growth that is consistently visible for our students and 

reflects their positive learning journeys. As a community we value all children as precious in the sight of God 

and all of our students are encouraged to complete NAPLAN. 

NAPLAN Data 2019 

 
 Reading Writing Spelling 

Grammar & 
Punctuation 

Numeracy 

Year 3 Wycliffe 535.5 444.0 455.0 532.3 467.4 

State 437.0 429.6 428.6 448.1 414.8 

Year 5 Wycliffe 534.4 470.2 512.6 519.4 516.8 

State 509.1 479.2 508.3 505.8 501.4 

Year 7 Wycliffe 565.3 555.6 547.8 565.5 574.0 

State 549.6 516.9 553.3 546.0 560.8 

Year 9 Wycliffe 585.3 543.1 567.0 580.8 619.3 

State 586.6 552.3 590.5 579.0 599.7 

How to interpret this chart - tƘŜ ōƻƭŘ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ²ȅŎƭƛŦŦŜΩǎ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ student performance in NAPLAN 

testing for the 4 strands of literacy, and general numeracy testing. The scores directly below represent 

average performance in schools across the state. The larger the number the higher the performance of the 

cohort. 

Record of School Achievement 

During 2020 all Year 10 and Year 11 students at Wycliffe met the 

requirements for grades to be entered as part of their RoSA. 

Retention 

Of the number of students completing Year 10 at the school in 2019, 85% 

continued into Year 11 for 2020. Of the number of students completing Year 

10 at the school in 2018, 70% completed their HSC in 2020. 

  

Stage 5 Agriculture 
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HSC Data 

Wycliffe Christian School achieved pleasing HSC performances in 2020. The following tables provide data in 

reƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ²ȅŎƭƛŦŦŜΩǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ŀǎ ǇŜǊ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ōŀƴŘǎΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƻƳǇŀǊƛǎƻƴ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǘŜ-wide data, 

and comparison to the previous academic year.  

Subject Year No. of 
Students 

Bands 4-6 Bands 1-3 

School 
% 

State-wide 
% 

School 
% 

State-wide 
% 

Agriculture 2020 4 50 60 50 40 

Ancient History 2020 2 100 62 0 38 

2019 4 50 66 50 34 

Biology 2020 3 100 62 0 38 

2019 6 0 60 100 40 

Chemistry 2020 2 100 69 0 31 

Construction 2020 4 50 57 50 43 

2019 9 89 67 11 33 

Design & Technology 2020 2 0 83 100 17 

2019 10 80 82 20 18 

Drama 2020 3 100 90 0 10 

2019 3 67 84 33 16 

Engineering Studies 2020 3 100 68 0 32 

2019 4 50 70 50 30 

English (Standard) 2020 6 67 57 33 43 

2019 10 10 52 90 48 

English (Advanced) 2020 6 83 95 17 5 

2019 17 53 92 47 8 

Mathematics (Standard 2) 2020 6 50 50 50 50 

2019 19 68 57 32 43 

Mathematics 2020 6 50 81 50 19 

2019 3 67 79 33 21 

Music 1 2020 2 100 91 0 9 

2019 4 100 91 0 9 

PD/H/PE 2020 6 83 62 17 38 

2019 11 45 62 55 38 

Physics 2020 5 40 67 60 33 

2019 2 100 64 0 36 

Society & Culture 2020 2 100 80 0 20 

2019 4 100 79 0 21 
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Subject Year No. of 
Students 

Bands 4-6 Bands 1-3 

School 
% 

State-wide 
% 

School 
% 

State-wide 
% 

Visual Arts 2020 2 100 90 0 10 

2019 1 100 90 0 10 

 

Extension subjects (4 performance bands E4 ς E1 : E4 being the highest) 

Subject Year 
No. of 

Students 

Bands E3-E4 Bands E1-E2 

School 
% 

State-wide 
% 

School 
% 

State-wide 
% 

Mathematics Extension 1 
2020 1 100 74 0 26 

2019 1 100 80 0 20 

Note: Care must be taken in interpreting these results given the small number of candidates in the total cohort, and 

particularly the small number in particular subjects. 

Year 12 2020 

100% of students in Year 12 in 2020 gained their Higher School 

Certificate. 29% of students in Year 12 in 2020 were undertaking 

VET courses of study. 

Post School Destinations 

Based on information provided when students left the School, 

64% entered University, 22% entered directly into the workforce 

and 14% of students took a Gap year. 

  

Experimenting with Slime 
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Wycliffe Families 

Satisfaction 

At Wycliffe Christian School, we value the relationship that parents and the 

{ŎƘƻƻƭ Ǉƭŀȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΦ ¢ƘŜ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘǎ ƻǇŜƴ 

consultation with parents and carers and provides a range of opportunities 

for parents to speak with staff ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΦ ²Ŝ ƘƻƭŘ ŀ 

range of information evenings throughout the year for different age groups.  

We value parent volunteers as an important part of our School which 

enhances the educational experience for our students. Our parents see the 

sense of community within the school as an integral and important part of 

Wycliffe Christian School. They see the School as a nurturing environment, 

where students feel a strong sense of belonging. Many parents value that the 

curriculum is taught through a Christian worldview and feel the school 

provides a sound educational foundation for their children. 

Messages from Parents ς David & Melissa Smitherman 

The Year 2020 without a doubt presented many challenges in every area for families. One of the greatest 

challenges our family faced was around schooling and the uncertainty that COVID brought to our happy 

Wycliffe School life. One day the kids were all at school enjoying their friends and teachers and the next day 

ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭƭ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ΨƘƻƳŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭŜŘΩΦ hǳǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜŘ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦ bƻǘ ǳƴƭƛƪŜ 

most parents, as a Mum I was trying to juggle the different schooling needs of 5 children; sharing devices and 

ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǎǇŀŎŜǎΤ ŀƴŘ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ƳŀǎǘŜǊƛƴƎ ½ƻƻƳ ŀƴŘ DƻƻƎƭŜ /ƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳΤ L ǿŀǎ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘŜƭȅ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ōȅ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ 

one day at a time. Our sons Year 7 transition was particularly difficult 

with the obvious disruption once home schooling started. The 

ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊǎΣ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǿƘƻƳ ǿŜǊŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ ƛƴŎǊŜŘƛōƭŜ ǇǊŜǎǎǳǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ 

great at checking in regularly. The leadership and teaching team care 

deeply for their students (and their parents) emotional wellbeing. I 

loved hearing my children engaging in prayer time and devotions; and 

hearing Mr and Mrs Sheerman singing beautiful worship songs over 

Zoom. What a blessing to be part of community that teaches our kids 

that God is sovereign and faithful no matter how bad and scary things 

may seem. The teaching team also lightened the mood with lots of fun 

and silly humour. aǊ tƻǿŜƭƭΩǎ ά.ŀŎƪȅŀǊŘ .ƭƻƪŜέ ŀƴŘ aǊ {ǘŜǿŀǊǘΩǎ 

exercise regime gave us all some comic relief from the tensions of 

home schooling!  

We all pulled through as a family and managed to have some fun along the way on our home schooling 

journey. We were so very excited to be back at school, the kids love school and missed their friends. I 

personally continued to grieve not being able to enter the school grounds and connect with teachers and 

other parents. Our connectedness as a school community has always been one of the beautiful parts of my 

day. {ƻ ƎǊŀǘŜŦǳƭ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǳǊ tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭ ǘƻƻƪ ǘƛƳŜ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ōǳǎȅ Řŀȅ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ Ψ/h±L5 ǎŀŦŜΩ ŘǊƻǇ ƻŦŦ 

and pick up routine; greeting us; being so kind and encouraging during a season of great uncertainty.  

Stage 2 Camp Experience 

Stage 5 Camp 
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As parents we decided to prioritise doing the season well, keeping our focus on God as our strength and 

refuge. Academic performance and schooling whilst still important in 2020 was secondary to rich learning we 

received through the season of change, challenge and uncertainty. Our family was particularly grateful to be 

living in Australia, in the Blue Mountains and being part of Wycliffe School Community during the year 2020, 

a year that we will all remember.  

David & Melissa Smitherman 

Messages from Parents ς George & Amira Nassif 

2020 was no doubt a year that was challenging for most of us - and I would have to say that it was especially 

challenging and confronting most of all for young people.  

During the school lock down period in March 2020 and through the whole of 2020; Wycliffe was very 

strategic, tactful and very thoughtful in the way it navigated the students and teachers, without 

compromising its core values as a school community that is compassionate, gentle, nurturing and always 

intentional to carry out all its strategies and processes with their continued allegiance to whom they serve 

first and foremost- Our Lord.  

LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƳƳŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƛƴ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ the committee and the wonderful 

teachers for continuing to love and support our students through a very tumultuous and unsettling 2020. 

God bless the work of your hands 

Wycliffe did a tremendous job in 2020 to keep the community together and connected from becoming 

fractured because of COVID. Join with me in praising God for that as this will be an amazing testimony to his 

goodness to our school for generations to come. 

George & Amira Nassif 

  

Senior Chemistry In Action 

Robotic Technology Elective 








































