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WEEK 4
TERM 1
FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Dear Wycliffe Community,
As you delve into our first School Talk for
2018 I hope that you get a sense of how
many truly beautiful dynamics we have to
celebrate across our school. It has been
wonderful for me to see the foundation of
Christ in our midst, the commitment to
service from our amazing staff, a culture of
strong learning, a student body who are
warm and welcoming and parents who are
integrally connected to their children
flourishing.
I certainly have great
anticipation about what God will be doing in
our midst this year.
At the opening assembly, I encouraged our
community to carefully consider that God
has told us what is good and that He calls on
us to do justice, to love kindness, and to
walk humbly with Him (Micah 6:8). It is my
hope that this reality may continue to
permeate who we are together. I also spoke
about looking for Jesus in all of our learning,
turning on our brains and the power of yet,
and what doing community together might
look like, sound like and feel like. I have
been encouraged to see different threads of
this story already weaved into our culture.
As I have been visiting classrooms across the
school I have been walking into spaces of
active learning where often the students are
so engaged that they are initially unaware of
me visiting.
I trust that some of this
engagement is making it home and that
your children are regularly talking with you
about some new concept, understanding or
event that they have experienced. Simply

engaging in these conversations is one of
the most significant ways to reinforce for
our young people the value of learning and
help create for them the desire to make the
most of their talents and abilities.
Next week all of our families, as well as our
broader community, will be receiving in the
mail the surveys for our community health
audit process.
The survey is being
conducted on behalf of the school by
Endeavour Community Relations and
Development. Once completed, your survey
forms will be returned directly to them. This
maintains the transparency, privacy and
confidentiality of our families’ responses.
Your feedback is very important and will
form a vital and central aspect of our school
community
effectively
planning
and
dreaming together for the future.
Having used the first half of the term to
settle into our amazing school, I am now
looking forward to starting to meet with
families after school on Tuesdays and
Wednesdays. As I indicated, in my letter to
families at the end of last year, I would
greatly appreciate the chance to meet face
to face and hear about your family and your
thoughts about our school. For families who
would like to make use of this option, times
th
will be available from Tuesday 13 onwards
and can be arranged through the office.
Please also remember to keep your eye on
upcoming events through our Skoolbag app
and if you have any questions do not
hesitate to call.
God Bless
Dave Johnston
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IMPORTANT REMINDER RE PARKING
RESTRICTIONS IN BUS BAY
For the safety of our students and clear
access for our School buses, it is very
important that parents do not park or
drop off in the Bus Bay area between
8.00am and 8.30am.
Parents wanting to escort their child to
class may park either in the School
carpark or at the Warrimoo Oval carpark.
Thank you for your support to ensure
safety for all on the School site.

SCHOOL NOTICES
PRAYER GROUP
What a privilege to pray: to talk to the
God of the Universe, offering the
concerns and praise of our school
community. Join with us (parents/
carers) after Primary drop off (around
8:30am) Thursdays at the playground or in the cafe if raining. Contact Sharon
Fryer if you have any questions: 0400
366 122.

SCHOOL MUSIC
ENSEMBLES
Regular practice times for lunchtime
Music Ensembles are set out below.
Please contact Mr Cooney or Mrs
Maddock for more information about
these ensembles.
Monday
Senior Choir with Mrs Mills
Wednesday
Kidsing with Mrs Mills
Jazz Band with Mr Cooney
Thursday
Concert Band with Mr Cooney
Year 7 Band with Mr Zanardo and Mr
Crew
Friday
String Ensemble with Mr Cooney
Ukulele Group with Mr Crew

VIOLIN LESSONS
Mrs Painter is now taking enquiries for
violin lessons at school in 2018. Primary
and Secondary students are welcome.
If you are interested in find out more,
please contact Mrs Painter regarding
availability.
Lessons are held on
Monday.
Alice Painter
0449 899 123

SECONDARY
SWIMMING CARNIVAL
REPORT
It was a busy start to the year with the
Secondary Swimming Carnival being
rd
held on the 3 day of term.
It was a day of fun, with lots of laughter
and smiling faces as well as some
excellent swimming results.
This year’s Champion of Champions
event was hotly contested as the eight
fastest male and female swimmers
across the school contested over 50m
freestyle. Ethan Wallace was the fastest
male and Ella Greenaway pipped
younger sister Olivia (who earlier in the
day broke her older sisters 13 years girls
50m Wycliffe swimming record)
Year 12 provided good entertainment
with their super heroes and heroines
theme and the best to date with the
inflatable
race.
Lunch
time
entertainment is traditionally provided
by the Wycliffe Belly Flop Competition
and this years brave contestants did not
disappoint the crowd.
Yellow house won the day however it
was wonderful to see all houses
showing good spirit throughout the day.
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Thank you to those parents who
assisted on the day. Your help is much
appreciated.
A full listing of results and age
champions can be found on the School
Sports Site via the Community Portal.
Carnival
Days
are
a
wonderful
opportunity for the school community to
come together. When I look back on my
23 years at the school, Sports Carnivals
have
provided
many
wonderful
opportunities to meet, talk and have a
laugh with parents and grandparents. I
encourage as many parents and
grandparents as possible, who are able
to attend, to come along as your
presence is welcome.
Andrew Stewart
K -12 Sports Coordinator

FROM THE JUNIOR
SCHOOL
‘But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy,
peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness and selfcontrol…’ Galatians 5:22
This term, students and teachers in
the
Junior
school
are
being
challenged to look at ways they can
‘grow’ each of the fruit of the Spirit in
their own lives, and encourage growth
in others. As we reflected on this last
week, Kindergarten brought us great
‘joy’ as they showed us, not the fruit,
but the zucchini they’d found in the
community garden!
T-ball, cricket and other ball skills are
all part of the day as students enjoying
Morning Moves in the new time slot of
8:20am-8:30am, Monday to Thursday.
On each of these mornings, Year 5
diligently set up, pack away and
oversee the running of these groups.
Staff have been impressed with the
conscientious approach they’ve shown
in organising this and are pleased with
the
leadership
skills
they
are
developing.

Kindy and Year 6 have been enjoying
‘Buddy’ time and demonstrated great
artistic flair as they drew portraits of
each other. These are on display on
the wall outside D1 if you’d like to
check out the likenesses… some are
quite remarkable!

‘Wonderful Wednesday’ is the new
term being used for the activities
undertaken
on
Wednesday
afternoons. This year, the Primary
School is going to trial some new
activities to help promote studentstudent
and
teacher-student
relationships. Each Wednesday, at the
beginning of Period 6, classes will be
going to different teachers for lessons
covering a wide variety of subjects.
Students will work with a different
teacher for two weeks at a time before
moving on to a new activity. These
classes will conclude at 2:30pm for a
brief
weekly
assembly
and
announcements. At the end of each
term, there will be an assembly in
Period
6
(2:00pm-2:40pm),
celebrating the various activities
undertaken throughout the term.
Parents are warmly invited to be a
part of these assemblies, the first of
which will be Wednesday 11th April at
2:00 pm in the Hall.
We are thankful for God’s many
blessings as we continue to journey
together as part of the Wycliffe
community.
Nita Kruik
Head of Junior School

YEAR 11 STUDY DAY
Students in Year 11 spent the day in a
variety of sessions, preparing them for
their coming years of senior study. The
day began looking at Jeremiah 10,
reminding ourselves about how BIG our
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God is and of the need to keep the HSC
in perspective with the rest of our lives.
This was followed by a fun group task
involving creating and taking a number
of photographs that each solved a
problem (photo examples). Throughout
the day, students explored a range of
topics such as study routines, health and
wellbeing, how to use the Library,
careers and post school options and a
close look at the assessment schedule
for 2018. Parents who were unable to
attend the final session of the day are
welcome
to
view
the
relevant
assessment information on the "Class of
2019" Google Classroom site.

it means to be a Christian leader at
Wycliffe. Our School Ministry Staff
Worker from CRU, Kate Stace, lead an
encouraging time as we explored the
Bible together, brainstorming ways we
can serve the community at Wycliffe
using the gifts God has given us. This
was followed by a great team building
time playing a few games of lawn bowls
together. It was lovely to have the new
Principal, Mr Johnston, join us for part of
our time together, so that he could get
to know us a bit more. We really hope
that the whole school will enjoy some of
the things we have planned for 2018, to
build a sense of community and enable
students to participate in a range of
activities that we hope will promote fun,
involvement
and
a
growing
understanding of how God is at the
centre of all we do at Wycliffe.

LEADERSHIP TEAM

PARENTING IN A

TRAINING AFTERNOON

DIGITAL AGE SEMINAR

A fantastic afternoon of fun, fellowship
and future planning was enjoyed by the
current Leadership team, consisting of
students in Years 10, 11 and 12. After a
lovely lunch at the Glenbrook Bowling
Club, we used one of their meeting
rooms for some training, exploring what

On Wednesday, guest speaker Chris
Parker facilitated a discussion with
families on parenting in a digital age.
Every time we have Chris present this
seminar,
I
am
reminded
how
technology has the potential to be
every bit as scary — actually, scarier —
than it is often portrayed in the media.
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Our phones & laptops are not just
tools that we manipulate to get a job
done. They are impacting our
worldview, and they can adversely
change our behaviours, ideas, and
relationships.
As I.T. Manager and thus an advocate
for technology and all the wonderful
things it can contribute to society and
our education, knowing this makes
my job a lot harder. But while it’s
tempting to bury my head in the sand,
I’m thankful to be part of a school
community committed to facing
these challenges in love, in order to
equip our children with strong values
and accompanying skills to navigate
this digital age while protecting their
worldview, preserving their capacity
for
good
education,
and
demonstrating the love of Jesus in
their relationships.
Rhys Andrews
I.T. Manager

LIBRARY NEWS
Morris Gleitzman is New Australian
Children’s Laureate.

I had the pleasure of sitting in on a
library lesson with 56B, in which their
teacher, Mr Brown was sharing the
books of some of his favourite authors.
Among them was Morris Gleitzman, the
wonderful Australian author, whose
work encompasses both humour and
deep human tragedy in its themes.
Gleitzman has recently been named the
new Australian Children’s Laureate, a
position previously held by Leigh Hobbs,
Jackie French, Alison Lester and Boori
Monty Pryor. The Children’s Laureate is
appointed for two years and their role is
to promote the importance of reading,
creativity and story in the lives of young
Australians. “Young people need stories
more than ever,” Gleitzman says.
“Stories to delight, stories to beguile,
stories to inspire, stories to move
deeply. And through these experiences,
stories that equip young readers to
embrace an often dark and uncertain
world with optimism, resolve and
creativity.”
Like Mr Brown, I can recommend
Gleitzman’s stories as those that both
entertain and equip children to develop
empathy and understanding for a wider
world. At Wycliffe Christian School, we
seek to help our students recognise
both the goodness of God’s creation and
his ongoing sustenance and providence
but also to understand the effect of sin
in the world and to address this with the
hope that is only found in the Lord
Jesus. Stories that wisely and sensitively
present the brokenness of the world
and encourage hopeful action rather
then despair in response reflect the true
source of love, grace and creativity –
Jesus.
http://www.childrenslaureate.org.au/20
18/02/new-australian-childrenslaureate-announced/
Mr Cooney
Librarian
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HSC NEWS
Each year, Year 12 Extension 2 English
students plan and complete a Major
Work in the form of an extended
composition. This composition may be
imaginative, investigative, analytical or
any combination of these. Students are
also required to discuss the progress of
their Major Work in a formal interview,
the ‘viva voce.’
Last week, I had the pleasure and
privilege of conducting the interviews
with our wonderful students. They have
chosen to write in a variety of forms.
One student is composing an anthology
of poetry, another a double narrative
about the impact of travel, featuring two
very different characters taken out of
their comfort zones. The third student is
composing a complex, philosophical
work conforming to the ‘cosmic horror’
genre. I was deeply impressed by the
sophistication and quality of their work
so far. All students had undertaken
substantial research to support their
writing and were able to discuss their
ideas coherently. It was very exciting to
listen to teenagers reflect on the writing
process; the challenges faced, as well as
the joy each is clearly finding in
composing such substantial work. I have
no doubt that their final submissions will
be works of distinction. Please pray for
our students over the next few months,
as they juggle this impressive work with
the demands of their other HSC studies.
Mrs Tupper
English/HSIE Department
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