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FROM THE PRINCIPAL
I am very grateful for the generous welcome I received 
at the Assembly to begin the school year last Tuesday. It 
was also a pleasure to welcome new students and staff 
to the school community.

It is a very special privilege to be serving as Interim 
Principal this year and to be able to greet parents and 
students, many of whom I already know. Speaking to 
parents and staff, I am sensing a vitality and air of positive 
anticipation which is heart-warming, and commend to 
you the staff who are an exceptional team.

Mums and dads, guardians and grandparents are, as I 
see it, the most significant educators in a child’s life.  
They have an incalculable impact on the formation of a 
child’s faith, character, values and not least, emotional 
resilience. As a Christian school principal, I would often 
say to students: “This is a school for parents; they just 
happen to send you here!”

During the past half a century, small groups of very 
hard-working, Christian parents all over the country 
decided to fulfil this God-given task of raising their 
children. They needed partners – Christian teachers 
in Christian schools. Over forty years ago, Wycliffe 
Christian School came into being. And so, ever since, 
teachers who love the Lord have worked here, in 
partnership with parents and guardians, in that part of 
education we call ‘school’.  With you, they assist children, 
young and not so young, to learn well and to see things 
the way God sees things.  

Wycliffe is a school for parents and guardians. Teachers 
serve the Lord by serving you and your children. If you 
have a concern, make it known through the appropriate 
channels. Don’t wait for the formal parent/teacher 
interviews. If you have a suggestion, compliment 
or ‘thank you’, send a note, let it be known. It’s a 
partnership.

On Monday last week, many members of our school 

community attended the Thanksgiving service in 
remembrance of Mr Robert Dove, husband of Jane, our 
Head of Science Department. 

Sadly, on the same day, I was informed of the sudden 
death of Mrs Debbie Fallon, wife of Michael and mother 
of Daniel in Year 12.

Your prayers for these dear people would be much 
appreciated.

“We grieve, but not like those who have no hope.”

Shalom.
George Glanville 

Principal

LIBRARY NEWS
PRINT AND EBOOKS

Paediatrician and researcher, Dimitri Christakis, says 
that for each hour of cognitive stimulation – a 
parent reading or singing to them – a child’s synaptic 
development and ability to concentrate later in the 
school context improves significantly. However, the 
benefit is also dependent on the media used for 
reading. Despite the growing popularity of screens and 
ebooks, research would suggest that traditional books 
are the better option for young children.
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Dr Kathy Hirsh-Pasek, who has devoted her career to 
investigating how children learn through play, says that 
reading from a screen with children is far less effective 
than reading a printed book. A significant factor is that 
the majority of the interaction when using a screen is 
about control of the device, while the parent and child 
will spend the majority of their time interacting about 
the story and characters when reading a traditional book.

Interactive, electronic console books are found in 90% of 
American homes and in more than 100,000 classrooms. 
Yet when parents and their three year old reads an 
electronic console book together, parents spend much 
of their time trying to control their child's manipulation 
of the book rather than talking about the story. 

With electronic books, 41% of the parent's talk is about 
managing the child's book behaviour. And only 59% is 
about the story itself. With traditional books, 92% of the 
parent's talk is about the story. Not surprisingly, children 
understand significantly more about the story when they 
hear it from a traditional book than when they hear the 
electronic version.

You can read more of Dr Hirsh-Pasek’s research at her 
website: http://kathyhirshpasek.com/

Mr Cooney

IMPORTANT DATES
8 February Secondary Swimming Carnival

13 February Coffee & Dessert Evening
  Opportunity to meet the new Principal
  and current Board members.

15 February School Photo Day

17 February Years 3-6 Primary Swimming Carnival

18 February Working Bee

23 February Primary Zone Swimming Carnival
  K-10 Parent Teacher Interviews
  Year 7 2017 - Information Night

25 February Prayer Breakfast

27 February K-10 Parent Teacher Interviews

SCHOOL NOTICES
USE OF STUDENT PHOTOS FOR MARKETING AND 
SOCIAL MEDIA
A reminder to parents that student photos may be 
used for advertising, Facebook, Twitter and the School 
website. No student will be identified by name unless 
prior permission is obtained from their parents. This will 
only be requested in the case of a personal achievement 
by an individual student.

If any parents have significant reasons why they do 
not wish their child’s image to be used, please put this 
request in writing addressed to Avril Marshall, P.A. to the 

Principal or by email to amarshall@wycliffe.nsw.edu.au  
as soon as possible. Such requests will be kept for staff 
reference.

URGENT REMINDER RE STUDENT AND FAMILY 
INFORMATION VERIFICATION FORMS
If you have not already done so, please return 
completed forms to the mailbox at Reception as a 
matter of urgency.  It is vital that the School has updated 
details in regard to any changes to parent telephone 
numbers and email addresses, student medical 
information and emergency contact information.  Please 
return forms even if there are no alterations to be made. 

SKOOLBAG APP
Those parents who have had their first child enter 
the Senior School this year (Year 7) are reminded that 
they should update their app to receive ‘Secondary’ 
notifications on the Skoolbag App.

For parents who have not yet downloaded the App to 
their phone, instructions are available via the Parent 
Portal on the School website.

Mrs Marshall

OUTSTANDING TEXT BOOKS
As students have been issued with new text books this 
year, they have been reminded of outstanding text 
books recorded against their name. It would be 
appreciated if parents could discuss any such books with 
their children in the secondary years, and encourage 
them to locate and return them to the library as soon as 
possible. Many are required by students beginning new 
courses or new years of study.  Letters and invoices for 
books not returned will be issued by Week 4 of this term.

BOOK CLUB

Students at Wycliffe Christian School are invited to 
purchase quality books and related items at discounted 
prices through the Scholastic Book Club. The first of 
this year’s Book Club Catalogues will be handed out 
to Pre-school and Primary children via class teachers. 
Secondary students may collect a catalogue from the 
Library circulation Desk. Order forms and money should 
be returned to the red Book Club mailbox in the Library 
by February 14th. Alternatively, payments can be made 
online but the order form is still sent through the school.

Mr Cooney

SAVE THE DATE
Join us for an evening of Wycliffe family fun at Cinema 
Under the Stars.

Preschool - Year 12 
Saturday 4th March from 6pm 
More details coming soon

WYCLIFFE PRAYER GROUP
Our Prayer Group meets together weekly to pray for our 
School community. 
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All parents, guardians and grandparents are warmly 
invited to join us to pray each Thursday morning 8:45am 
on the silver seats next to the Primary play equipment. 
In cold or wet weather we will pray together in the School 
Cafe 133. Younger siblings are very welcome to come 
and play while we pray.

Please contact the School Office if you would like any 
more information.

COFFEE AND DESSERT EVENING

COMMUNITY NOTICES
SMBC COURSES
Visit smbc.edu.au/events/hot-topics17 for more details 
or to register.

PARENTING COURSES AND 
WORKSHOPS
NEPEAN COMMUNITY & NEIGHBOURHOOD 
SERVICES

Having one of those days? Tired of yelling at the kids? Or just want to know more? 
FREE Practical tips for everyday parenting 

Parenting Courses and Workshops - Term 1, 2017 

  What’s available this term? 
 

Positive Parenting Program (Triple P) - 2 to 12 years 

Parenting after Separation/Divorce (Family Transitions Triple P) 

Keeping Children Safe 

Dealing with Disobedience - 2 to 12 years 

Getting Teens to Cooperate - 11 to 16 years 

Parenting a Child with a Disability (Stepping Stones Triple P)  

Triple P - additional support (Pathways & Enhanced) 

Resilience workshop  

Anxiety seminar 

AD/HD seminar 

AD/HD Support Group 
 
 
 

Bookings are essential for all courses, 
seminars, or workshops.  
 
All courses , seminars, and workshops are 
free.  
 
Child minding (where indicated) is provided 
by Care Pair and/or Nepean Community & 
Neighbourhood Services. 
 
Phone: 47218520 
Email: Parenting@nepeancommunity.org.au 

For dates, times, and venues, please see the reverse of this page. 

Having one of those days? Tired of yelling at the kids? Or 
just want to know more? FREE Practical tips for everyday 
parenting. Visit https://goo.gl/AFbwpE for course list and 
more details.


