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FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Welcome to Wycliffe David Johnston!

It has been a deep joy getting to know Mr David 
Johnston, our new Wycliffe Principal, over these last few 
weeks and a privilege to support the School as interim 
Principal while we prepare for David’s arrival in the new 
year. God is always sufficient and David’s appointment is 
a testimony to this. 

And what a delight it was to have some time as a 
community with David, Gabrielle and Annaliese last 
week! 

Please join me in prayer for David and his family as they 
prepare to move to the beautiful Blue Mountains!

I have been reminded again, at a recent gathering of 
Christian Education National Principals, that the work 
we do in Christian Schools is so significant not just for 
our own children, but for our wider society. Wycliffe is a 
school that seeks to excite students about learning and 
dare them to reach their God-given potential. Through 
our attention to curriculum, pastoral care support and 
opportunities for a wide range of co-curricular activities, 
students are challenged and prepared to take an active 
and discerning role in the wider community.

A 2015 study of students who had left low fee, faith-based 
schooling in Australia commissioned with the Christian 
Research Association, found some fascinating statistics. 
I am including some of the findings below. (Wycliffe is 
classified as a low-fee faith based school).

• The students of Christian-based low fee schools 
were more involved in their churches and affirmed 
more strongly that religious faith shaped their lives 
than the students of government and other school 
systems. 

• More than students in government schools, they 
affirmed that their schools encouraged them to be 
active citizens, make the world a better place, and 
contribute to social justice. 

• The students of Christian-based low fee schools 
spent more time than other respondents to the 
survey in volunteering, particularly in informally 
assisting people beyond the family and doing 
unpaid work for voluntary organisations. These 
findings support that Christian-based low fee 
schools encourage their students to contribute well 
to society, particularly through informal care and 
assistance to others and through contributing to 
voluntary organisations. 

• Christian schools have the greatest impact when 
they are aligned with the values and behaviour of 
the families of their students. Hence, they are able 
to build on those values and behaviours. 

http://wycliffe.nsw.edu.au
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• A comparatively large proportion of those young 
adults who attended Christian schools have 
continued frequent church attendance. Hence, 
in this regard, the practices of the family have 
been maintained in those who were educated in 
Christian-based low fee schools. 

The founders of Wycliffe Christian School were Christian 
parents who believed that parents were ultimately 
responsible for the education of their children. That is 
why Christian schools started. Ironically, secular studies 
today show us that when parents are actively engaged 
in their child’s education, the more effective this 
education is.

At Wycliffe we celebrate Christian Education that 
supports families and works in partnership with 
parents. This is a respectful “dance” between home 
and school. We seek to work together effectively in the 
education of our children.

On Saturday 28th October, we held our Preschool Open 
Day and shared some of this story of parent partnership 
with approximately 20 families who came to see what 
our beautiful Preschool offers. 

We love to have opportunities like this so if you know 
anyone who might be interested in hearing more about 
being part of our Wycliffe School community, please 
let Wendy Kuschert (Community Development and 
Enrolment Officer) know as we would love to show 
them around.

I hope you have a wonderful week and are able to rest in 
God’s grace.

Warm regards,
Kathy Pereira 

Interim Principal

STAGE 4 NEWS

Year 8 boys getting stuck into community service work. (Patrick 
Taylor, Solomon Bamber , Dominic Eijkman)

Year 7 and 8 students have wasted no time in getting 
straight into their work at the start of Term 4. No doubt 
the weeks will fly by and the end of the year will be 
upon us before we know it.

As we consider next year, by now all Year 8 students 
should have returned their elective forms. We are also 
planning an interesting day for Year 6 students, either 
currently at Wycliffe or those joining our community 
in 2018. This day, on November 20th, will give our next 
Year 7 students a taste of some of the exciting 
opportunities to be enjoyed in Secondary School.

This term in Year 7 and 8 Growth Groups we’re exploring 
the simple but profound teachings of Jesus known as 
the Beatitudes. If we think like many in the world do, 
the Beatitudes can seem somewhat paradoxical, 
however each provides comfort, assurance and points 
to God’s goodness long, long into the future. Feel free 
to open the Bible in Matthew Chapter 5 and discuss 
with your family.

Paul Karlik 
Stage 4 Co-ordinator 

STAGE 5 NEWS

Years 9 and 10 are currently preparing for their Yearly 
Examinations scheduled for Weeks 5 and 6 of this term. 
Whilst the examinations are an important part of school 
life, they are not the only thing occurring this term for 
Stage 5. Students in the Aspire program have been 
busy researching and organising activities for their 
upcoming Service Learning Days scheduled for the 6th 
to the 8th December. They will also be spending part of 
the term preparing for Years 11 and 12 by undertaking 
the My Own Work program.

The Encounter program has been focussing on the 
growth and development of our students. Students in 
Year 9 have chosen to partake in the RFS cadet program 
or alternatively undertake in a school service project, 
identifying and developing an issue student believe 
can contribute to the the life of the school.

During Term 3 Encounter focussed on providing 
experiences for students to develop their skills in and 
abilities. During term 4 students will be participating 
in the Girls Rising and Men of Honour conferences as 
well as participating in some activities that challenge 
them physically and rely on team work.

I would like to extend a warm invitation to attend our 
Achievement Assembly on Wednesday 12 December.

Mr Marks
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SCHOOL NOTICES
SHORT TERM MISSION TRIP TO 
ECUADOR IN JANUARY

On the 2nd January 2018, Mr Zanardo will be setting off 
to Ecuador (South America) with Mitchell Wassink, Cait 
Downward and Samuel Powell on a Short-Term Mission 
Trip. The group will be involved in a series of projects 
in the district of Loja (central south). Some of these 
will include Kids Ministry (summer camps), Outreach in 
schools, Drama presentations and many Games. The 
trip will last almost three weeks in this beautiful part 
of the world. Please pray for the safety of the team 
members and for the Lord to bless the projects and the 
people they will minister to in the name of Jesus.

SLEEPING BAGS AND SLEEPING MATS 
FOR ECUADOR
The SIM Camping ministry has made a request for mats 
and sleeping bags to take in the trip and donate so that 
local kids can use them on Christian camps.

If you have a spare mat or sleeping bag you’d like to 
donate, please see Mr Zanardo at school.

LIBRARY NEWS

CHILDREN’S WEEK 2017
Children’s Week is an annual national event. This year 
Children’s Week was held from 21st to 29th of October. 
The theme for 2017 was, “Education has the power to 
transform children’s lives”, based on UNCRC Article 29. 

Christian schooling is dedicated to transformational 
learning based on the foundation of God’s Word – the 
Bible. The role of education, in particular learning to read, 
in transforming lives is supported by both experience 
and research. 

One study, which has been running in Britain for 
seventy years, has been observing human development, 
including the role of parenting and learning. One aspect 
of the study has looked at children who were reading 
for pleasure. The data showed that children who were 
reading for pleasure at the ages of five and ten were 

more likely, on average, to achieve better in school tests 
later in their lives. This was not limited to tests of reading, 
but tests of spelling and maths as well. 

The study tried to control for all the variable factors, so 
it looked at children who were equally intelligent and 
from the same social-economic background. It 
determined that is was reading, which really helped 
those children to go on and score better on those school 
tests later in their lives.

Parents play an important part in introducing their 
children to their pleasure of reading. A well-resourced 
library also supports this important aspect of a child’s 
development by providing a wide range of quality 
books for children to enjoy and a space that encourages 
reading for pleasure as well as information. 

You can find out more about the study in a TED talk by 
UK scientist, Helen Pearson: https://goo.gl/5BRqUR

Mr Cooney

SPORT NEWS

Several students represented Wycliffe at the recent CSSA 
Tennis State Gala Days. Alex Newton played well in the 
Secondary Gala Day winning 3 of his 5 matches. Dakota 
Smith and Quinn Fryer competed in the Primary Gala 
day winning 3 out of 5 and 2 out of 5 games respectively. 
Well done!

COMMUNITY NOTICES

WORKSHOP
eSafety

An eSafety expert from the 
Office of the Children’s 
eSafety Commissioner will 
be delivering a FREE 
workshop on how you can 
help keep young people 
safe online. 

For more information visit 
esafety.gov.au.

* young people are using
social media and 
technology

* to make a complaint
about child cyberbullying

* we can help remove
serious cyberbullying 
material.

esafety.gov.au

About Learn how When

Monday 27th November 
2017 

5:30pm - 6:30pm 
Blaxland High School  

Auditorium 
MUST RSVP BY: 

17/11/2017 
S/Cst Michelle Jancso 

4751 0268  

https://goo.gl/5BRqUR

