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FROM THE PRINCIPAL
The past is a foreign country; they do things differently 
there (LP Hartley). However, for many Christians in the 
Western world today, it’s not so much the past that 
is unfamiliar territory, but the present. Over recent 
decades, there has occurred a seismic shift toward an 
obsessive focus on the individual’s personal satisfaction 
and freedom – rampant consumerism, recreational 
drugs, unbridled sexual experience, gender fluidity... 
and a slide away from personal commitment to 
endeavours larger than the self – God, family, serving 
others, duty etc.

Our young people’s hearts and minds, through the 
media in particular, are soaked in this way of seeing 
themselves and their world.

Martin Seligman in ‘The Optimistic Child – A 
Revolutionary Approach to Raising Resilient Children’ 
has this to say about finding meaning in life. “…one 
truth about meaning is this: the larger the entity to which 
you can attach yourself, the more meaning you will 
feel your life has… the individual, the consuming self, 
isolated from larger entities is a very poor site for a 
meaningful life. However, the bloated self is fertile soil 
for the growth of depression.”

What we need, it seems clear, is a vision for our children 
to invest in life goals beyond themselves, a vision which 
captivates their imagination.  What a privilege we have, 
as parents, grandparents and teachers, to direct the 
attention of our children to God’s purposes for them 
and for the world; to assist and inspire them to frame 
a world and life view that is based upon an image of 
the future that touches all dimensions of life – not a 
compartmentalised, privatised faith, but a whole of life 
faith. To get them excited about the Shalom future of 
God and to live and learn in anticipation of its coming.  
To see things as God sees things and to do something 
about it.

Shalom!
George Glanville 

Principal

P.S. Staff have farewelled Mr Andy Manuel and will 
continue in prayer for him and his wife, Christy, as 
they continue to care for their daughter, Arella, who 
has been seriously unwell for some time. We are very 
grateful that Ms Jenny Elliott, who is an exceptional 
Mathematics teacher, is able to replace Mr Manuel for 
a couple of weeks prior to the arrival of Mr Brett 
Duncan as our new Head of Mathematics.

FROM THE DEPUTY 
PRINCIPAL

PARENT TEACHER INTERVIEWS
It was wonderful to see so many parents and caregivers 
meeting with the staff over the past week. It has been a 
great opportunity to share information about individual 
students and establish stronger partnerships moving 
forward. Please remember that you do not have to 
wait for a formal interview time to meet with a teacher. 
We believe that the relationship we share with you in 
educating your child is a most important and valuable 
treasure. Psalm 127:3 reminds us that children are a 
gift from God and a blessing and we look forward to a 
great year this year!

In the Primary School, your main port of call is your 
child’s homeroom teacher. In the Secondary School, 
pastoral issues should be directed to the Growth Group 
teacher, and academic issues first to the classroom 
teacher and then to the Head of Department. 

NAPLAN 2017
This year the dates for NAPLAN 2017 are 9–11 May 
inclusive, with a catch up day on Friday 12 May for 
students who may have missed one or more of the tests.

All students in Years 3, 5, 7 & 9 are required to sit these 
tests, unless parents and/or caregivers have stated that 
they do not wish for their child to participate. Parents 
and/or caregivers have the right to request exemption 
for their child. Any parent and/or caregiver who would 
prefer their child to not sit the test can contact Mrs 
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Vivian Walker (Acting Education Support Coordinator); 
the relevant documentation will be provided. Any 
requests for exemption must be returned to the 
school by 24th April. Parents of students in Year 9 
especially should endeavour to make their child 
available to sit the tests.  The Letter to Parents regarding 
NAPLAN 2017, provided by NESA, is attached to this 
edition of School Talk.

SPRAY DEODORANT
As a gentle reminder, please ensure that your child does 
not bring spray deodorant to school. There has been 
a significant increase in the volume of such vapours 
in enclosed spaces such as toilets and change rooms. 
Apart from the potential to cause skin reactions, 
headaches and eczema, we have a number of asthmatics 
in our school community for whom such exposure can 
cause highly detrimental physical symptoms.

Michaela Inglis 
Deputy Principal

SPORT NEWS
SECONDARY SWIMMING CARNIVAL
Despite the wet weather the Secondary Swimming 
Carnival was a fun filled day consisting of some 
excellent swimming performances as well as some 
laughs with the novelty events.

Congratulations to the following students who were the 
respective age champions:

• 12 yrs Olivia Greenaway
• 13 yrs Olivia Rawe Brady Hughes
• 14 yrs Ella Greenaway Trent Wallace
• 15 yrs Eliza Frost Phillip Morgans
• 16 yrs Grace Teagle Max Handley
• 17 yrs William Gili Erin Johnson 
• 18 yrs Reznor Gardiner Siobhan Toft  

William Gili was the fastest male swimmer on the day 
and Ella Greenaway was the fastest female as they 
won the Champion of Champions 50m Freestyle. Lots 
of laughs and excitement with the annual belly flop 
competition with Ben Ruigendyk flopping his way to 
victory. The Yellow House (Destiny Rescue) won the day 
in a closely contested competition amongst the houses.

Year 12 had a fun day with their dress up theme of iconic 
duos and groups as well as the annual year 12 raft race.  
It was wonderful to see so many year 12 students at the 
carnival.

Well done to all students on their participation levels 
and a big thank you to the parents who assisted at the 
carnival.  

NSW CSSA  FOOTBALL SELECTION
Congratulations to Liam Gardner who was selected in 
the Open Boys CSSA Football (Soccer) Team. This is a 
wonderful achievement as selection to this team is very 
competitive. It is a testament to the skill level of this up 

and coming goal keeper. Liam 
will represent CSSA at the CIS 
Championships as well as NSW 
CSSA at the National Christian 
Schools games.

Liam has been a regular for 
the past two years at the 
Wednesday morning before 
school speed training sessions 
(which will recommence in 
Term 2) and it is exciting to 
see another athlete training as 

part of the group rise to a representative level. All 
students from Years 6-12 who are serious about wanting 
to improve their leg speed and leg power, to enable 
them to play sport at a higher level, are most welcome 
to attend.

CIS TENNIS 
Well done to  Dakota Smith 
who performed so well as a 
Semi Finalist at the CSSA 
Tennis Gala day last year that 
she was approved to play at 
the CIS Tennis championships.  
Against high level competition 
Dakota played well despite not 
winning a game. I am told that 
she never gave up and has 

learnt from the experience. Well Done Dakota.

CIS BASKETBALL TRIALS 
Well done to Grace Blackwood 
who trialled at the CIS 
Basketball championships.

Grace has been part of our 
school basketball program 
under the coaching of 
Mr Brealey and is to be 
congratulated on how she has 
developed as a player over 
the past few years. Whilst 
not being selected Grace will 

learn from the experience as she continues to grow as a 
basketballer.  Well Done Grace.

CSSA HOCKEY

Well done to Max Handley who trialled for 
the CSSA Open Boys Hockey team. Max 
participated at the championships as part of 
a Barbarians team (mixed team of schools) 
and played so well that he is a shadow 
reserve goalkeeper for the NSW CSSA team. 

Andrew Stewart 
K-12 Sports Coordinator 
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LIBRARY NEWS
STREET LIBRARIES

Street libraries are a 
community initiative designed 
to foster a love of reading. 
Street Library Australia was 
founded by Nic Lowe, who is 
also co-founder of the GoGet 
car share service. The street 
library is housed in a wooden 
box or even an old fridge and 
is hosted by a local resident 
or a school. Once set up, the 
stocking of the library 
becomes a community activity 

and not just the responsibility of the host.

The books are shared with no record of the borrower 
and simply returned or passed on when the book has 
been read. It is a way for people to share books that 
they love, with anyone in the community able to donate 
books to the library. While Street Libraries are being set 
up in Sydney, with the Sydney City Council supporting 
the initiative, I am not yet aware of any in the Blue 
Mountains.

Reports indicate that this initiative is succeeding in 
encouraging reading amongst children as well as 
providing free reading material for all ages. It seems 
like a wonderful opportunity to also share with your 
neighbours and community members appropriate 
books by Christian authors or books which address 
common issues from a Christian perspective.

Article: https://goo.gl/634fTg
Mr Cooney

SCHOOL NOTICES
HELP NEEDED - PIP OPPORTUNITY FOR 
K-12 PARENTS
The year 12 half yearly exams will occur in weeks 9 and 10 
of this term (27-31 march and 3-7 april).

Some of our students are eligible for special provisions 
(“Disability Provisions”) during exams, including Readers 
and Writers. Readers simply read whatever is written on 
the page and Writers write whatever the student says. 
You do not need to provide any other assistance to the 
student. 

This is a vital part of supporting our senior students, and 
we would value your assistance! You don’t need to have 
a child in High School to participate. 

All hours will count towards PIP. Please contact Mrs 
Vivian Walker if you are interested.
vwalker@wycliffe.nsw.edu.au

MISSING UNIFORM ITEMS
As families prepare for the change to winter uniform in 
coming months, would you please check clothing items, 
particularly jumpers and cardigans, for name tags to 
make sure that your child has not mistakenly brought 
home another students item of clothing.  

COMMUNITY NOTICES
BEYOND BLUE, KOKODA TREK

In April this year, I will be walking the Kokoda Track to 
help raise awareness for the valuable work that Beyond 
Blue does in helping people with mental illnesses and to 
raise funds for that work. 

Anyone interested in helping me reach my fundraising 
target and supporting the work of Beyond Blue can make 
tax deductible donations online at the link below. Thank 
you.

Donation Link: https://goo.gl/flNnIw
Ronald Hume



NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA) replaced BOSTES on 1 January 2017.

National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) 2017
LETTER TO PARENTS 

In May 2017 the National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) will be completed by students 
in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9. NAPLAN has the support of all State and Territory Education Ministers and will assess the 
literacy and numeracy skills of students across Australian schools.

The results of the tests will provide important information to schools about what each student can do, and will 
be used to support teaching and learning programs. Parents will receive a report indicating their child’s level of 
achievement. Each student’s level of achievement will be reported against the national minimum standard.

Student background information (student name, gender, date of birth, language background and Aboriginality) 
will be collected as part of the National Assessment Program. This information is treated confidentially and held 
securely to ensure that every student’s right to privacy is maintained.

The NAPLAN tests will be conducted from 9-11 May 2017.

TUESDAY 9 MAY WEDNESDAY 10 MAY THURSDAY 11 MAY

Language Conventions 

(Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar)

Writing test 

Reading test Numeracy test 

In the numeracy tests students do not require any measuring tools such as rulers or protractors. In Years 7 and 9 
there will be one numeracy test with two parts: Part A calculator is allowed and Part B where calculators are not to 
be used. For the calculator test, the student should use the calculator that they currently use at school.

Friday 12 May – A ‘catch-up’ day is scheduled for students who missed a test or were absent on a test day. 
Students may be considered for exemption from the tests if they:

 •  are newly arrived in Australia (less than one year before the test) and with a language background other than 
English, or

 •  have significant intellectual disability and/or significant co-existing conditions which severely limit their capacity 
to participate in the tests.

All other students are expected to participate in the tests. Disability adjustments which reflect the student’s normal 
level of support in the classroom may be provided. Large print, braille, coloured paper versions and electronic tests 
are available to meet the needs of individual students.

Access to disability adjustments or exemption from the tests must be discussed with the school principal and a 
parent or carer consent form must be signed.

Students may be withdrawn from NAPLAN by their parent or carer. This is a matter for consideration by parents in 
consultation with the school principal. If you wish to withdraw your child from the tests, a parent or carer consent 
form must be signed.

Please make an appointment with the principal of the school your child attends if you would like to discuss your 
child’s participation in NAPLAN.

Additional information about NAPLAN can be found at http://www.nap.edu.au/naplan/parent-carer-support


