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WEEK 10
TERM 1

Dear Wycliffe Community

this with making the most of the talents
and abilities they have been blessed
with.

As this edition of school talk arrives
home we will have reached the end of
term one and our students will be
commencing their holidays. In pausing
to reflect on our journey so far in 2018 I
am greatly encouraged by the number
of dynamics that we have to be thankful
for. Indeed the Apostle Paul reminds us,
in so many of his letters, to be
intentionally grateful to God for the
abundance of good things in our lives.
Knowing that he often writes this in the
midst of personal trials and persecution
makes it even more significant for how
we are to live and make sense of our
often broken world. In light of this I
thought that I would highlight a couple
of adventures and the amazing learning
that has been occurring across our
community.

I am also very thankful for the strong
learning culture that I have the privilege
of observing as I visit classes across the
school. From Kindergarten through to
Year 12 I see students with their brains
switched on, asking great questions and
engaging in deep learning. In our senior
section of the school there are; clever
and intuitive major design projects
occurring in Design and Technology,
fascinating and eye catching major
works in Visual Art, well-crafted thought,
analysis and writing in Extension English
and captivating performances in Music.
While in the junior school I have walked
in on “ah ha” moments in mathematics
alongside amazing discoveries about the
intricacies of insects and the challenge
of turning zucchini, from our community
garden, into crispy noodles.

One of the adventures that Wycliffe has
been doing for a long time that I have
loved finding out about is our Year 9
Encounter Program.
It deliberately
celebrates that our young people are
becoming adults and that for them to
flourish as they do this there are many,
many nuances of life for them to
grapple with over and above the content
of the curriculum. So the Encounter
Program utilises a diverse collection of
experiences to stretch them physically,
emotionally and intellectually. They are
encouraged to operate outside of their
comfort zones, grow in their ability to
discern and reason and then to combine

Finally, I have seen that we have much
to celebrate and be thankful for with our
students representing our school in an
incredibly diverse range of sports and
performing with skill, expertise and
integrity. Also sitting in this space for
me is seeing our year 12’s balance study
with the exciting activity of white water
rafting, our Year 11’s going away on
camp to intentionally serve another
community and our senior student
leadership team running activities in the
junior school. Sitting over and above
and intertwined through all of these
dynamics is the most important reality
for our community of Jesus being visible

FROM THE PRINCIPAL
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in the midst and life and breath of who
we are.
It has been great to have a number of
families book appointments with me
during the last couple of weeks to talk
about
their
children
and
their
perspectives about the strengths and
areas for improvement for our school. I
greatly appreciate the opportunity of
meeting face to face with families and
look forward to this continuing across
the year. I am also looking forward to
bringing the information collected
through the Community Health Audit to
our school community early next Term.
The opportunities and potential for new
and continued growth across our whole
school community is certainly very
exciting and energising. As we return
next term please remember to keep
your eye on upcoming events through
our Skoolbag app as there are a host of
information evenings and community
events that will be occurring. As always,
if you have any questions do not
hesitate to call.

CELEBRATING YEAR
5/6 EXCURSION!

I am praying that these school holidays
will be ones that are safe, refreshing and
renewing for all the members of our
school community. Until next term,
God Bless
Dave Johnston
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FROM THE BOARD
CHAIRMAN
Well it’s the end of Term 1, 2018, our
first term with Mr David Johnston
as our Principal. Mr Johnston is doing a
fantastic job leading the school and is
building a culture that is empowering
teachers,
embracing
the
school
community and clearly expressing our
Christian character in all we do.
It has been wonderful to see the
community draw together on a number
of occasions, such as during working
bees,
where participation has been
higher than ever. I would also like to
thank staff
and
parents
who
have contributed
to new and
exciting initiatives which
have built
community and developed
innovative
educational
experiences for our children.
There is a growing feeling of
ownership of the school and
its vision, which is a key
driver of success in schools
like ours. Information nights
and school tours have been
well-attended
and
have
already
yielded
new
enrolments. New marketing initiatives
are already being developed which will
be aimed at telling our local community
about the many wonderful features of
Wycliffe
Christian
School.

Principal and also providing David with
valuable input on what the school does
well and what we can do better. And
thank you to all the families who
completed the Community Health
Audit. In the middle of Term 2 we plan
to share the survey results with the
community
and
announce
some
initiatives to further improve how we do
education and community at Wycliffe.
We have a lot to be thankful for in our
community as we all work together to
make our school a place where we do
Christian education in a way that
passionately reflects our Christian focus
and also passionately reflects a
commitment to high quality education.
Ian Fryer

CELEBRATING
YEAR 7/8 CAMP!

It has been a big term for staff who have
had to complete all the requirements
of the five-yearly registration process.
Thanks for everyone’s hard work to
make this happen. Staff are happy to
have this behind them so they can solely
focus on teaching our students and
engaging with the school community.
Thank you to everyone in the
community for welcoming our new
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SCHOOL NOTICES

UPCOMING EVENTS

ANZAC DAY 2018

WHOLE SCHOOL
ASSEMBLY

Once again Wycliffe students will be
highly involved in the Springwood
ANZAC Day March and Service on
Wednesday 25 April.
This year ANZAC Day falls during the
second week of the school holidays but
we are hoping that many of our
students will still attend to walk behind
the School banner in the 10.30am
March. Our School Captains will be
acting as MCs at the following 11.00am
Service which will conclude at 11.40am.

ANZAC

st

Tuesday 1 May – 10.20am

PRESCHOOL
PLAY

CAFÉ

AND

th

Monday 7 May – 8.30am – 9.30am

CROSS
COUNTRY
–
PRIMARY & SECONDARY
th

Friday 11 May – 8.30am – 12.25pm
(See Sports site for full programme)

Please
meet
staff
outside
the
Springwood Fire Station at 10.15am to
form our marching lines.
Students should wear full winter school
uniform with navy blue socks and shiny
black shoes.

LIBRARY AND SPORT ON
COMMUNITY PORTAL
Parents can now access Library and
Sport news and information via the
Community Portal.

FAMILY AND STUDENT
INFORMATION
–
VERIFICATION FORMS
Many families have not returned their
Verification Forms for this year. It is
important that we have updated
medical information for students as
well
as
addresses,
email
and
emergency contact numbers.
This
assists us greatly in caring for our
students and in communication with
parents.
At the beginning of Term 2 those
families who have not returned their
forms will receive another copy. Please
return to Reception as a matter of
urgency.
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CELEBRATING YEAR 9/10 CAMP!

POSITION VACANT – ADMINISTRATION ASSISTANT
Part time - 3 days per week (0.6) during School terms
Expressions of interest are invited from committed Christians for the position of Administration Assistant
at Wycliffe Christian School. The role will include Reception duties.
Applicants with current administration experience are invited to apply.
Skills and experience:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Competent in the use of computer technology, including use of databases
Commitment to high quality front desk customer service
Excellent communication skills
Proven ability to work as part of an Administration team
Previous experience working in a school office environment would be an advantage.
The holder of the position is also responsible for administering First Aid, therefore a current First
Aid qualification is required.

Applications should include:
•
•
•
•

A resume of experience and qualifications (including copy of current First Aid Certificate)
A current Working with Children Clearance
The name and contact details of your Minister
The names and contact details of two (2) professional referees

Applications should be emailed to principal@wycliffe.nsw.edu.au
or marked Confidential and mailed to The Principal, Wycliffe Christian School, P.O. Box 78, Blaxland 2774
Applications close Friday 27 April, 2018 at 4.00pm

CELEBRATING YEAR 11 CAMP!
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