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TERM 4, 2019  Dates for your diary:

TERM 1
Tuesday 28th January 

First Day of Preschool

Wednesday 29th January 

First Day Term 1 

Thursday 9th April 

Last Day Term 1

TERM 2
Monday 27th April 

First Day Term 2

Friday 3rd July

Last Day Term 2

TERM 3
Tuesday 21st July

First Day of Preschool

Monday 27th July

First Day Term 3

Friday 25th Sept

Last Day Term 3

TERM 4
Monday 12th October

First Day Term 4

Thursday 10th December

Last Day Term 4 (K-12)

Friday 11th December

Last Day of Preschool

WEEK 1
14th Oct First Day of Term 4

16th Oct Coffee & Dessert/Sentral Info Night

17th Oct Year 10 Aspire Day

WEEK 2

21st Oct School Drama Production 

24th Oct  CSSA Biathlon & Triathlon

25th Oct  Primary Summer Games

WEEK 3
29th Oct Year 12 Biology Excursion

 Swim School Begins

1st Nov Year 11 Celebration

2nd Nov Working Bee

WEEK 4
Swim School continues this week

6th Nov Open Day/School Tours

 Year 7 & 8 Music Excursion

 CSSA Primary Softball Gala Day

7th Nov Year 7 Orientation Day

WEEK 5
Year 9 & 10 Exams this week

11th Nov Kindergarten Transition Day

 Remembrance Day Assembly

13th Nov Year 12 Formal

14th Nov Year 9 Encounter Day

 K-2 Big Splash 

WEEK 6
Year 10 Work Experience this week

18th Nov Year 7 & 8 Exams

 Kindergarten Transition Day

 CSSA 5/6 Basketball Gala Day

19th Nov Year 7 & 8 Exams

20th Nov Year 7 & 8 Exams

22nd Nov Year 9 Encounter Day

WEEK 7
25th Nov Kindy Transition Day

 CSSA 3/4 Basketball Gala Day

26th Nov NSW Health Vaccination Clinic

28th Nov Year 5/6 Survivor Day

WEEK 8 

5th Dec Year 6 Celebration

6th Dec Debating @ Sydney Uni

WEEK 9
10th Dec Celebration Evening

12th Dec Celebration Assemblies

 Last Day of School K-12

13th Dec Last Day of Preschool

From the Principal

From the Assistant Principal

From the Board

Engaging Learning Opportunities 

Science Day & Book Week

Father’s Day

Stage 1 Excursion to Featherdale

CAPA Feature

Encounter/Aspire

Stage 3 Camp to Wedderburn

Discernment in the Digital Age

Shaped by Truth

Getting to know...

Term 3 Sport Report

Duke of Edinburgh
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Dear Wycliffe Community,

I am very pleased to welcome you to the Term 3 edition of ‘Our 
Place.’ In this issue we are continuing to explore our school’s 
vision statement and the way that it shapes our culture, informs 
learning and orientates goals that we have for our students. On 
the following pages you will find a collection of stories which 
together create a picture of how learning, which is founded on 
God’s word, encourages discernment.  

I am so thankful that our vision statement identifies this 
characteristic as a core component for our learning community. 
Our desire is to see all of our students growing in discernment, 
which is underpinned by wisdom, as they journey through 
the school. I think that often the idea of ‘wisdom’ is culturally 
considered to be old-fashioned and outdated. However 
discernment and wisdom are virtually interchangeable and 
true wisdom is certainly needed to ensure that the insights of 
discernment are used for the building up of individuals and 
communities.

One of the writers and speakers who I greatly enjoy engaging 
with is Tim Keller and I have recently been listening to a series 
of his talks on the book of Proverbs, in which he identifies some 
beautiful insights into becoming wise. In one of the talks he 
explains that wisdom is not less than being moral and good, it’s 
much more. It’s knowing what the right thing to do is, what the 
right course of action to take is, what the right choice to make 
is, in life situations which, for the vast majority, the moral rules 
don’t address. He goes on to say that for a technique minded 

society like ours, the book of Proverbs can be very frustrating. It 
does not talk nearly so much about how to make right decisions 
as about how to become the kind of person who makes right 
decisions. 

Part of becoming the kind of person who makes right decisions 
is about turning on our brains and deliberately seeking to know 
more of God and more of the world in which He has placed 
us. This is why we celebrate learning. Whether it’s peering 
into the realms of science and wrestling with how to carry out 
valid scientific experiments; or encountering astounding and 
fascinating wildlife; or experiencing music that touches the 
heart, mind, soul and spirit; or working in a team to create a 
theatre performance which is sophisticated and entertaining; or 
participating in new encounters and inspiring events. Each of 
these dynamics of learning have such great value.

I am convinced that there is a deep need for us to intentionally 
pursue discernment which is embedded into the very fibre of 
who we are as we look towards the future shaping of our society 
and culture. As Tim Keller said above, for this to occur we need 
to be the kind of people who make right decisions. With this 
in mind, I hope that you enjoy the following narratives which 
highlight how the nurture and development of character, which 
underpin wisdom and discernment, permeate daily learning 
experiences across our school.

God Bless, 
Dave Johnston

From the Principal
GROWING IN DISCERNMENT - A CORE COMPONENT AT WYCLIFFE
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“OUR DESIRE IS TO SEE ALL OF OUR STUDENTS  

GROWING IN discernment,  

WHICH IS UNDERPINNED BY wisdom,  
AS THEY JOURNEY THROUGH THE SCHOOL.”
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Hi Everyone,

I can remember reading to my children a Richard Scarry book 
called “What Do People Do All Day”. This sentence often goes 
through my mind when I think about my job.
I think there were two overarching roles the Board had in mind 
when they appointed me and two, kind of, practical things. 

First and foremost I am here to assist David. As we meet each 
week my job is to work with him in his planning and vision 
for the future. The other overarching role is caring for staff. 
That’s not looking after everybody and/or fixing things. 
It is being aware of how people are travelling in 
themselves and as part of the team. This means 
having a listening ear and eyes open to 
pressures, it means listening to complaints 
and sometimes negotiating solutions.

There are two somewhat more obvious/
practical/daily parts of my role.

Most days, what I do all day, is be involved 
in the daily running of the school. Some 
days I feel like I’m drowning in rosters, 
rosters for staff devotions, exams, staff 
meetings, assemblies, school photos, managing 
when reports are due – etc, etc, etc.
On a daily basis I also have the privilege of assisting with the 
pastoral care and discipline of the students and at times talking 
through these kinds of issues with parents.

A role I never even knew existed has also become part of what 
I do all day. I’m the school’s Animal Welfare Liaison Officer. 
This seemed an easy task when it was making sure goldfish 
were looked after, but lately I’ve been reading about chickens 
and bees and cows.

The other part of my role is overseeing that our classroom 
teaching, our syllabi and educational practices are best teaching 
practices and comply with NESA requirements. NAPLAN and 
the HSC are part of those requirements. This may be said in 
one short paragraph but is a huge part of what I do.

Do I do all the things I have mentioned above? Not by myself, I 
couldn’t. There are many other people involved who help me in 
the things I do, or who I ask to help at various stages. However, 
the description above is, in a sense, where my responsibility 

sits. I am the person you come to with questions about 
any of the above things and I answer your questions 

and/or point you to the person who is better 
qualified to answer them.

One last thing I want to say. All of what I 
do each day is only possible through Jesus. 
God led me to this job at a time 
when it was not even vaguely in my 
thoughts. That’s how it has been all 
along the way. I spend more time in 

prayer than I have ever done in my life. 
Listening closely to Jesus is the only way 

I get through each day. As I pray for each 
of you and for each task given to me to do, I 

am so very conscious of all I don’t do, all I can’t 
do and that brings me back to Jesus, because it is His 

strength alone that gets each day done. It is also, His grace 
alone that picks me up when I fail or when I get things wrong. 

Jesus alone gives me joy (with the help of the sunrise and 
the promise of blessings to come) at the beginning of each  
new day.

Blessings, Vicki Williams

From the Assistant Principal
WHAT DO PEOPLE DO ALL DAY? - VICKI WILLIAMS

“I SPEND MORE TIME  in prayer  THAN I EVER HAVE IN MY LIFE.  

LISTENING closely to Jesus  IS THE ONLY WAY I GET THROUGH EACH DAY “



5

I don’t know about you, but lately I have found myself 
struggling with how to respond to complex social issues. The 
world is often a messy place and it can be difficult to sort 
through the debris and fluff in making wise decisions that 
promote life and flourishing. 

In recent months, we have seen that our society is deeply 
divided as it wrestles with complex questions: How do we 
respond to the rapid advancements in technology and protect 
ourselves from its dangers? How do we celebrate individual 
uniqueness whilst recognising people have a right to differing 
views? 

Of course, our children at Wycliffe are not all wrestling with 
these big social issues yet. Some of them are simply trying to 
work out how to respond well when somebody breaks the rules 
in a game of handball. Some of them are wrestling with their 
identity, working out who they are and their purpose in life. 
Some are working out how to relate to one another, sorting 
through various emotional and social pressures. 

Regardless of whether we are children in primary school, 
teenagers growing into adulthood, or parents and grandparents, 
life is messy and decisions are tough. And so, in a time of rapid 
change, discernment is more necessary than ever. That is why I 
celebrate that one of the goals of education at Wycliffe Christian 
School is to “Encourage discernment” in our children. 

Discernment is a task of wisdom. It is the skill of being able 
to navigate through the stuff of life to find a pathway towards 
goodness. Discernment is like the ability of a ship’s captain to 
dodge their way through a sea of icebergs. And our children 
will encounter many icebergs in their lives, situations where 
the best way forward is tricky and unclear.

But where does discernment and wisdom come from? We must 
answer that question before it can be taught. As humans, we 
search for wisdom in all kinds of places. And our understanding 
of wisdom is shaped by the story that we live in. If we believe 
that the best life can be attained by personal freedom, wisdom 

will look like throwing off the shackles of rules and boundaries. 
If we believe that the best life can be attained by technological 
progress and reason, wisdom will look like the idolising of new 
technologies without considering the consequences.

But the story of Jesus makes a different claim about the good 
life and the foundation of wisdom. Jesus’ claim is that true 
wisdom is surprising and unexpected. Sometimes wisdom 
even looks foolish. It is founded neither in human reason or 
sentimentality. Rather, wisdom is found in recognising our 
own limitations and seeing that there is one who has created a 
pattern and order to life that governs creation and relationships. 
That wisdom is outside of us, belonging to the one creator God, 
yet he has given us the capacity to discern what this wisdom 
looks like when we recognise our right place in the world as 
finite creatures dependent on a good God.

This is why I have hope that the staff at Wycliffe Christian 
School are uniquely equipped to teach our children to discern 
wisely what is good and to act rightly towards the world. Our 
teachers recognise that wisdom is not something for us to 
determine on our own but comes from looking at God’s design 
and intentions for us. And so, our children do not navigate 
their sea of icebergs blindly, but walking alongside the one who 
created the world, the one who knows the way through and 
offers discerning wisdom to us. 

From the Board
ENCOURAGING DISCERNMENT

Discernment is a task of 
wisdom. It is the skill of being 
able to navigate through the 
stuff of life to find a pathway 
towards goodness.

Luke Pereira
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National Science Week is Australia’s annual celebration of science and technology. Running each year in 
August, it’s a chance for everyone to see science, talk science and do science. It provides an opportunity to 
acknowledge the contributions of Australian scientists to the world of knowledge. It also aims to encourage 
young people to be fascinated by the world we live in. At Wycliffe we were excited to hold our own Science 
Expo on Monday 12th August, as part of this week of celebration.
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ENGAGING LEARNING 
OPPORTUNITIES
NATIONAL SCIENCE WEEK 2019



Why do you always have room for dessert?
By Molly Carter and Esther Mills

Why you always have room for dessert
Most of us can testify to it
No matter how stuffed you are after the main course you always have room for a little dessert
Some people call it the dessert stomach

Most of us can testify to it
After two or three heaping portions of turkey,
Some people call it the dessert stomach
This wondrous dessert miracle has now been given a physiological explanation.

After two or three heaping portions of turkey,
The sugar in sweet foods stimulates a reflex that expands your stomach
This wondrous dessert miracle has now been given a physiological explanation.
If you eat dessert after you’re actually feeling stuffed you’re tricking your normal sensation of 
being full,” they argue

Wycliffe’s Science Expo included a variety of engaging 
activities for students from Years 3-10. For the first half of the 
year, our Year 7 and 10 students have been working on their 
CREST Projects. The CSIRO CREST (Creativity in Research, 
Engineering, Science and Technology) Program aims to progress 
the development of an inquiry culture in the education system. 
At Wycliffe students in Years 7 and 10 undertake a CREST 
Project as part of the Science curriculum. This involves them 
choosing a topic they would like to investigate, a question they 
would like to test and answer and following scientific processes 
to design, carry out and report on an experiment to answer 
their question. After completing their experiments, students 
put together posters to display their work as part of our Science 
Expo. The CREST displays were judged and awards given based 
on their scientific content and innovation. 

Our CREST Award winners were:

Year 7: Oscar Toulmin, Meeka Grierson, Ronnie Morgans, 
Andrew Dillen and Brae Allen.
Year 10: Molly Gee, William Warren, Grace Nasiff, Georgina 
Loucataris and Samuel Johnson.

As part of our Science Expo, students in Years 3-10 had the 
opportunity to view the CREST displays and ask questions of 
the students who undertook the projects. Our Year 7 students 
had the opportunity to dress in ‘space’ themed costumes, in line 
with the theme of this year’s Science Week - Destination Moon 
- with a prize given for the best costumes. 

The winners were: Lillian Robinson, Evelyn Wolfenden, Emily 
Gilchrist, Eloise Sargent and Meeka Grierson.

In keeping with the Destination Moon theme, our Year 5 and 
6 students displayed their models of the Solar System and 
our Year 5-7 students had the opportunity to view space in a 
planetarium and watch a video of the first moon landing.

The Expo was a fun and engaging learning experience for all 
of the students involved, with our Senior students enjoying the 
opportunity to display and share the projects they had been 
working on and our Junior students able to see some of the 
exciting learning opportunities they can look forward to in 
their years ahead at Wycliffe.

Our Expo was not the only place we celebrated Science week, 
with  many of our classes throughout the week incorporating a 
Science theme to the learning activities students were involved 
in. Our Year 8 English students had lots of fun (and a bit of 
stress) creating science pantoum poems, borrowing language 
from scientific websites. We’ve included a couple of examples 
of their work below.

Physics is the science of matter and its motion
By Brayden and Ivan

Physics is the science of matter and its motion
For example, advances in the understanding
there are a number of open questions
where it is superseded by quantum mechanics, and at speeds approaching 

For example, advances in the understanding
While these theories have long been well-understood
where it is superseded by quantum mechanics, and at speeds approaching
In one form or another

While these theories have long been well-understood
Advances in physics often translate to the technological sector
In one form or another
led to the development of motorized transport

Advances in physics often translate to the technological sector
Despite important discoveries during the last four centuries
led to the development of motorized transport
Physics is the science of matter and its motion

7
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ENGAGING LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
BOOK WEEK 2019

Our annual Book Week Parade and Assembly gave students from Preschool to Year 6 the opportunity to dress as a favourite book 
character. The school hall was a colourful mix of a wide variety of characters, including our staff who were dressed as superheroes 
following this year’s Book Week theme: Reading is my Secret Power. It was wonderful to see so many of our school community able 
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to join us for our assembly where Mr Cooney shared with us the secret powers of some fictional heroes and then the amazing power 
of the Lord Jesus. Jesus is so much more than a superhero. He is the Lord of heaven and earth. Yet he died on the cross to rescue us 
from sin and death. He sacrificed his life to save us and he offers us the free gift of eternal life with him. 
Power like that is hard to keep a secret.



FATHER’S DAY

We are so thankful for the 
opportunity to celebrate Dads, 

Granddads and others who are 
special in the lives of our students. 

The Gallery was full and overflowing 
with people enjoying a delicious 

breakfast served by staff, parent 
and student volunteers. Throughout 

the day our K-6 students also had the 
opportunity to choose a gift from our 

Father’s Day Stall. Thank you to everyone 
who was able to come along and to all those 

who helped make these events happen.

  HAPPY 
FATHER’S 

DAY!

10
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Thursday the 29 th September broke clear and sunny......OK well not quite but it at least it wasn’t raining yet!

Years 1 and 2 made their way down to Featherdale Wildlife Park and enjoyed some time looking at some of God’s incredible 
creatures before settling in to listen to one of the keepers. We were introduced to a number of different animals including Mario 
the Shingleback lizard. We learnt lots of things about lizards, koalas and tawny frogmouths. Did you know that koalas have two 
thumbs on each hand and tawny frogmouths can turn their heads up to 75 degrees?
Afterwards we headed out to do some more exploring and discovered a few animals that some of us had never seen before- 
quokkas, bilbys and ghost bats.

We got to see most things before we took shelter from the rain and had our lunch. The last part of the day was a little soggy, but 
by the time we got back on the bus we were happy, comfortably tired and amazed at the animals God has created for us to enjoy.

Stage 1 Featherdale Excursion
AMAZED AT THE ANIMALS GOD HAS CREATED FOR US TO ENJOY 
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I sat down with a student, one day, to review their analysis 
of a song that they planned to present for an assessment. 
While the music began as the focus of our discussion, it 
was the lyrics that caught my attention. We both agreed 
that the swear word in the Chorus was unacceptable 
(Ephesians 5 :4) but when I asked the student about 
the rest of the lyrics, I was surprised to discover that, 
what was to me an obvious description of a high school 
shooting, had not registered with the student. The song 
was “Teenagers” by My Chemical Romance. The lyrics 
provide an insight into the troubled world inhabited 
by some teenagers and the prevalence of violence as 
the perceived solution to the pain and marginalisation 
caused by an equally troubled and manipulative society. 

You’re never gonna fit in much, kid

But if you’re troubled and hurt

What you got under your shirt

Will make them pay for the things that they did

The song provided what is sometimes referred to as a 
“teachable moment” regarding discernment. It was but 
one of many examples where a student’s choice of music 
has provided an opportunity to set out the same process 
that I, their teacher, and other Christians use to practice 
godly discernment when engaging with culture. We seek 

to live as children of the light, with wisdom, goodness, 
righteousness and truth. (Ephesians 5 : 8-20).

Wisdom is praised in the Bible. Jesus is the wisdom of 
God (Colossians 2 :2-3) and God’s wisdom is superior 
to the wisdom of humankind (1 Corinthians 1 : 20-30). 
What we listen to feeds our mind and our heart, so we 
need to be wise and discerning in our choices. Passages 
such as Galatians 5 : 19-25 and Philippians 4 : 8, set out 
the contrasting qualities of what is helpful and what is 
harmful. It is very easy to let the attraction of the music 
dull us to the message of the songwriter or composer. 
For teenagers, this is especially the case. Research has 
shown that their natural ability to discern beyond the 
surface level of the music is limited and that this is a skill 
that requires training. 

Inviting student choice is a demonstrated way of 
fostering engagement and the acceptance of diversity 
in the classroom. However, these choices need to be 
accompanied by the learning of wisdom and discernment. 
As a teacher, I will seek to exercise discernment in the 
selection of music for listening and playing in class. It is 
equally important to teach children and young people to 
be discerning in their own choices. 

Philip Cooney

ENCOURAGING DISCERNMENT IN THE 

MUSIC CLASSROOM - PHILIP COONEY
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“INVITING STUDENT CHOICE IS A DEMONSTRATED  

WAY OF FOSTERING engagement  AND THE   

acceptance of diversity IN THE CLASSROOM”
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ANNUAL YOUTH THEATRE FESTIVAL – MOTHER NATURE

“THE ANNUAL YOUTH THEATRE 

FESTIVAL ALLOWS STUDENTS TO  

explore & find joy 

IN ALL ASPECTS OF THEATRE 

PRODUCTION”

Years 9, 10 and 11 Drama worked for all of Term 2 with our designated director from the Joan Sutherland Performing Arts Centre, Dale, 
to create our performance piece for the 2019 Annual Youth Theatre Festival. With Dale’s guidance, our students created an original 
piece of theatre titled, “Snow White and the Seven Dwarf Companies,” a comic response to the very real issues related to climate 
change in our contemporary world. In our piece, Mother Earth (Grace Cowles - Year 11) was working with an undercover agent, Vera 
(Eleanor Maddock - Year 10) to bring the selfish and destructive actions of Mr Snow White (Sebastian Mackie - Year 11) to light. A 
reporter from ‘Seven Corners’ (Isaac Selwood - Year 10) investigated and exposed the corrupt dealings of White’s ‘Dwarf ’ companies, 
which were using mining, gaming, the auto industry, pharmaceuticals and off shore deals for capital gain, not caring about the 
environmental destruction of the planet. In a whirlwind of hilarity, Snow’s attempts to destroy the world were thwarted as the actions 
of less powerful individuals, working together and seeking to make things right, brought about justice in the end. Congratulations to 
all of the Drama students involved on their sophisticated and entertaining piece of relevant theatre. 
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Primary Music has been such fun this term. We have 
listened to, and sung, opera! Recitative - singing 
conversations - was a hit in A Quad for many of 
the students. Try it at home! This was one of many 
opportunities to introduce new styles of music (for most 
children!) We’ve heard opera, old-timer gospel music, 
Wombat Stew - a story with song throughout, Loose 
Tooth Blues, Fanfares, some Colin Buchanan songs (of 
course!) and much more. 

Years 3-6 have been learning to play the ukulele. It’s such 
fun to learn a new instrument or develop skills (especially 
for Mrs Mills!) We’ve sung songs like Hallelujah, Your 
Love Is Amazing and Good, Good Father. Added to 
this we’ve accompanied our singing with instruments, 
from ukuleles to glockenspiels and other percussion 
instruments. 

We also have some very creative students who composed 
their own Fanfares. Years 1 and 2 have been looking 
at inventions, sound and communication. We tried 
communicating with instruments as they may have done 
many years ago, before technology brought changes. Soon 
we will add some dance to our programme. Throughout 
all this fun we’ve introduced and developed the many 
concepts of music, from notation, to listening, to the 
elements that make music - rhythm, pitch, dynamics, 
tempo, instrumentation, and so on.

As the late, wonderful educator, Richard Gill wrote, “We 
teach music because it is unique and good. We teach 
music so that children can make their own music. We 
teach music because it acts in a unique way on the heart, 
mind, soul and spirit of the child, stimulating thought 
and imagination in very special ways.” While there are 
many educational and neurological benefits to music, 
it is because we are human that we teach, include and 
promote music.

This year KidSing has developed from a lovely unison 
choir to introducing harmony. Holding on to pitch, 
timing, and lyrics, while others sing something 
completely different is a difficult thing to do and I’m 
very proud of this development. We have just competed 
in local eisteddfods where a quite timid KidSing at 
the Penrith Eisteddfod then gained confidence to win 
at the Hawkesbury Eisteddfod. Another wonderful 
achievement! 

Throughout Term 4 we will be learning a new repertoire 
and preparing for our Christmas Tour and End-of-year 
Celebration. This is a great time for new singers to join 
KidSing. We meet in A10 on Tuesdays at lunchtime.

Senior Choir

Senior Choir has worked on two very difficult pieces 
this year and have really raised their skill level. We will 
be presenting these pieces to the school at some point, 
having already sung them at the recent eisteddfods, 
gaining Highly Commended awards. Anyone wishing 
to join Senior Choir (Years 7-12) is very welcome. We 
will also be preparing for the Christmas Tour and End-
of-year Celebration. We meet in A10 on Wednesdays at 
lunchtime.
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PRIMARY MUSIC & CHOIRS 
JENNI MILLS

“ WE TEACH MUSIC BECAUSE IT ACTS IN A unique  
WAY ON THE heart” RICHARD GILL
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High School Elective Music students had a brush with fame 
this term with an inspiring visit from a member of renowned 
Australian rock band, Middle Kids. Bass player and record 
producer for the band, Tim Fitz, visited Wycliffe Christian 
School to share his wealth of knowledge and experience in 
song-writing and performing. Students were fascinated by his 
insights into composing music and how this also interacts with 
his faith in Jesus. 

“Don’t worry about being cool, do what sounds good to you,” 
said Fitz. The students were shocked and amazed at Fitz putting 
this into practice, as he proceeded to play his guitar with a 
drum stick along with other interesting stylistic techniques. 

Fitz gave a very special performance of two original songs 
and showed how to bring technology into live music making 
by using ‘live looping’ and reverse playback. Stage 5 & 6 then 
had the opportunity to create their very own live looping 
performance using the collection of instruments Fitz had 

brought in. Amy Walker, Hamish Wright, Trent Wallace, Braden 
Phillips and Josiah Mills all stepped up to the stage to help 
compose a wonderful loop-based piece of music with Fitz.

During discussion time, all students shared with the Middle 
Kids member their passions in music and what instrument 
they perform on. This was a great opportunity for Fitz to 
engage with where each student was at in their music making 
endeavours, and offer advice on how the students can approach 
their own compositions. Whether it was the metal guitar 
playing of Dream Theatre, or the classical piano stylings of 
Frédéric Chopin, Fitz was able to discuss and help each student 
in their musical journey. 

“I felt so inspired,” said Bethany Freer afterwards. Stage 5 & 6 
Music students left the workshop excited to write their own 
music, and some even left with their very own Middle Kids 
signature. 

ACCLAIMED AUSTRALIAN BAND ‘MIDDLE KIDS’ 

SONGWRITING WORKSHOP

“ I BELIEVE THAT God is happy WHEN WE use our gifts”

TIM FITZ (MIDDLE KIDS)
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Stage 5 Encounter and Aspire Programs
ENCOURAGING DISCERNMENT  
ROB MARKS STAGE 5 WELLBEING & LEARNING LEADER

At the very least to be discerning is to judge wisely, but the 
question then becomes, what values influence how you judge? 
In Hosea 14 we read “Who is wise? Let them realise these things. 
Who is discerning? Let them understand. The ways of the Lord 
are right; the righteous walk in them, but the rebellious stumble 
in them.” We are called to draw on and dwell in God’s word 
in asking for wisdom. Jesus when challenged by a Pharisee 
in Mark 12 replies with the well-known verse “Love the Lord 
your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your mind and with all your strength.’ The second is this: ‘Love 
your neighbour as yourself.’ There is no commandment greater  
than these.”

Thus a biblical way of applying discernment is to love your 
neighbour, as we will “no longer be infants, tossed back and 
forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of 
teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of people in their 
deceitful scheming. Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will 
grow to become in every respect the mature body of him who 
is the head, that is, Christ. From him, the whole body, joined 
and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and 
builds itself up in love, as each part does its work”.

As part of the Stage 5 Aspire and Encounter programs we like 
to expose our students to the lives of others, to make the most 
of opportunities to allow students to experience the hardships, 
the decisions and the consequences of life choices and through 
this to gain a deeper understanding of their neighbour and how 
to understand and love others from a biblical worldview. So far 
this year our students have had the opportunities to:

Artwork by Bethany Freer

Encouraging discernment is a simple statement, yet when unpacked can mean different things to different people. 

• Visit the Wayside Chapel and engage with the issues 
surrounding homelessness. Students were allowed to see 
firsthand the contrast of living standards within Woolloomooloo, 
and to gain an insight into marginalised groups in Sydney. They 
were challenged with the realisation that their impressions 
and understanding of homelessness did not match the reality 
portrayed by society.

• Participate in a ‘refugee camp in my neighbourhood’ 
experience in Auburn. As well as hearing personal stories 
from several refugees, our students participated in a simulation 
designed to help them understand what a refugee journey can 
be like. The day was confronting but also encouraging. We could 
see that despite the many traumas refugees and asylum seekers 
have experienced they still had remarkable resilience and hope. 
People from many nationalities and faith backgrounds were 
working together to make the day happen for school students 
across Sydney. We trust that experiences like this will play a 
part in Wycliffe’s goal of developing compassionate and socially 
engaged young people. (Mrs Gee)

• The Year 9 Girl’s Day was a great day filled with fun, 
adventure, reflection and deliciousness! It was a delight to 
spend time hearing from a past-student and thinking about the 
joys and challenges of Year 9. We (almost!) escaped from an 
escape room and had a blast trying. The day finished with a 
beautiful high tea and time growing in relationship together. As 
a school, we are really grateful to have the privilege of working 
with Years 9 and 10. It is a joy to see them grappling with issues 
of identity and priorities while engaging with other students, 
staff and the Bible. (Mrs Hare)
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ENCOURAGING DISCERNMENT  
ROB MARKS STAGE 5 WELLBEING & LEARNING LEADER

• The Encounter Boys day focused on exploring the deeper 
themes of becoming a young man. Students were guided through 
a bush teamwork setting to develop their resilience, encounter 
diversity and to identify their strengths. Specifically, students 
were challenged to think about the societal expectations of, and 
on, young men and were challenged to think about the counter-
cultural example that Jesus showed. 

• Visit/spend time on a working farm to provide our students with 
a ‘reconnection’ to the land and the value that it has to who we 
are as people and as a nation and to challenge city-based views of 
country life.

• Attend Stand Tall and listen to leading youth communicators who 
were willing to impart hope, the courage to make right choices 
and great wisdom learned from their own life experiences.

Finally, our students are encouraged daily through their personal 
journey through the support and care of dedicated staff in Growth 
Groups, who are willing to share in the lives of our students and 
to help develop their biblical discernment.

As a team, we would love for your prayers in continuing to develop 
a biblical view of discernment in our students and that they are 
called to be agents of change in a fragmented world.

Olivia Rawe
The Encounter days in Term 2 and 3 made all of the 
year closer. We got to work on a farm in Oberon and 
help clear the creek for the cows to get across, we had 
a girls’ day where we had to do an escape room. The 
girls’ day brought all of us together and we learnt how 
to listen and work with each other. At the start of Term 
3 we went to a refugee camp simulation, at the city we 
got to learn what the refugees have gone through and 
they showed us their living conditions and we learnt 
why they fled their countries.  

Hamish Wright
Going to Wayside Chapel really helped me to personally 
understand just how bad homelessness is. We learnt 
about how you could lose your home overnight. We 
learnt about how we can really help homeless people 
in other ways than just giving them money. 

Noah Shuttleworth
Encounter days have been very fun, helpful and helped 
me to learn more about the world.
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Our Stage 3 students and teachers ended Term 2 with an energetic and fun-filled camp at Wedderburn 
Christian Campsite. The three day/two night camp was a chance to build relationships, take part in 
exciting activities and challenge themselves to try something new.  Time away on camp gives students the 
opportunity to learn more about themselves and their friends and to build stronger bonds with each other.

Stage 3 Camp

FUN AT WEDDERBURN CHRISTIAN CAMPSITE

“Action packed 

3 DAYS ENJOYING THE FLYING FOX,  

GIANT SWING, ROCK CLIMBING, BMX RIDING  

& LASER SKIRMISH”



Ivory Osborne

“Last term Years 5/6 went on 
a camp together. We went 
to Wedderburn Christian 
Campsite for 2 nights and 
3 days... At camp, the food 
was amazing!... They had 
made their own BMX track. 
We got to ride bikes around 
the track. It was so much 
fun. Our second activity 
was the giant swing. They 
had made it themselves. It 
was my favourite of them 
all. Luckily I went to the full 
height... it was incredible.”

Throughout the three days students had the opportunity to 
take part in a wide variety of activities including flying fox, 
rock climbing, giant swing BMX riding and laser skirmish. 
At night there was a bonfire and a movie night.

Our campers returned with lots of stories to tell and plenty of 
new memories from their time away together.

Alex Vukoja

“We had an activity book to 
do on the way there. For the 
first activity, we did flying 
fox. But this was not any 
ordinary flying fox, it was 
really high up. Like, really 
high up!... We did giant 
swing too. It was 12m high. 
It was safe because it can 
hold over 3 tonnes.”

Joseph Jacob

“Some of the activities we 
did were Rock Climbing, 
Giant Swing, Laser 
Skirmish, Abseiling and 
BMX... The Giant Swing 
was really tall and creepy 
and when it was my go 
I screamed! The Laser 
Skirmish was awesome. 
My favourite meal that we 
had was chicken schnitzel 
burgers.” 19
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Discernment in the Digital Age
PHILIP COONEY

Fake news, clickbait, phishing, internet scams, identity theft, 
sexting, image manipulation, radicalisation, trolls and online 
predators – it is not hard to see why discernment is needed in 
the digital age. Restricting screen time and using filters are two 
of the tools available to parents, the most important of which 
is talking with children about their online choices and activity. 

The staff at Wycliffe Christian School recently had the privilege 
of hearing from Dr Samson Makhado. He set out a view of 
Christian education that seeks not to protect students from the 
world but to prepare and equip them to live without fear in 
the world; to engage rather than to escape. While protecting 
our children from harm is a paramount instruction from Jesus 
(Mark 9:42), parents are also charged with the responsibility of 
bringing up their children in the fear and nurture of the Lord, 
training them in wisdom that will guide them throughout their 
lives (Prov. 22:6. Eph. 6:4).

As Christian teachers and parents, we seek to model kingdom 
behaviour to our students, not because it sets some higher 
moral standard, though it should, but because it helps them 
to understand the way that the world – digital or otherwise – 
works best, focusing on the Lordship of Christ and relationships 
that honour others as God’s created image bearers.
At Wycliffe Christian School, we have introduced a Digital 
Citizenship course designed to assist in teaching students how 
to navigate the online world with wisdom and discernment. 
Training in Digital Citizenship, as with any other learning, 
is training for life. The Wycliffe Digital Citizenship program 
is designed to nurture and develop awareness, respect and 
responsibility that protects individuals and promotes wisdom. 
It seeks to equip students to be salt and light to the world, 
wherever and however they encounter it. 

For the junior or primary classes, the majority of the lessons 
are based on curriculum material developed by Common 
Sense Media. This curriculum covers all the elements of Digital 
Citizenship including topics such as safety online, website 
selection, copyright, cyberbullying and Internet searching. 
Other topics, such as Sexting and Relationships are introduced 
only in the later, secondary years.

Digital citizenship is more than adhering to a code of conduct 
or a set of behaviours. It is an outworking of the school vision 
statement as our students are nurtured in faithful kingdom 
living in the physical and digital world, equipped to seek 
truth, encouraged to exercise discernment and enabled to 
act thoughtfully, both individually and in relationship when 
learning, working, playing, communicating, creating and 
relating through technology.



21by DAVE JOHNSTON



ourplace   ISSUE 5 – Term 3, 201922

Getting to know  
our Community
RICHARD BOYLE – TAS Support Staff

We know that you have been a part of the Wycliffe Community for 
quite a long time. Can you tell us about your involvement and how 
long that has been?
It started in January 1985, 27 hours a week for 1 year, then full time 
until July 2015. I then started in March 2017, 1 day a week and am 
still doing that now. I was representative for the school on the 
building sub-committee, doing the ground maintenance, fertilising, 
lawn mowing on the oval, the gardens, fixing doors, locks, painting, 
plumbing, I built storerooms, work benches, computer benches, 
welding frames, maintenance in TAS work room, repairs to lights, 
concreting, demolishing of walls, security call outs, working bees, 
getting quotes when needed - everything.

What do you love about Wycliffe?
Again - everything!
The staff, the teachers, their love and care, the way they nurture 
students in the subjects they teach. To see the help they give each 
other including me at times. I feel God’s presence in the environment 
because of these things.
 
Can you tell us a bit about your family?
I have been married to Olwynne since 1976. Our son Anthony was 
born in 1981, he has a wife of 5 years and a daughter who is 4 years 
old. Our daughter Kate, was born in 1983, she has been married for 
15 years and by the grace of God had a baby boy last November. 
 
What do you enjoy doing in your down time? How do you relax? 
I help my children, family, friends, and neighbours with trees to be 
felled, maintenance, painting, sometimes their major renovations. I 
love my garden, growing veggies and all sorts of things. Walking with 
Olwynne and Banjo (our border collie). Minding the grandchildren. 
I’m never short of things to do.

Can you share a favourite bible verse and why it is special to you? 
1 Corinthians 3: 8 The man who plants and the man who waters have 
one purpose, and each will be rewarded according to his labour.
I relate to this verse in many ways because without God’s grace I 
could not achieve my work at school, my family life, my friends nor 
the harvest from my garden.

“I FEEL God’s presence   

IN THE ENVIRONMENT BECAUSE OF THESE THINGS “

In each issue of OurPlace, we’d like 
to spend some time getting to know 
members of the Wycliffe community.  

This issue, we’re hearing from  
Mr Richard Boyle and Mr Rob Marks.
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Can you tell us about what you do at Wycliffe and how long 
you’ve been part of our School Community?
I joined the Wycliffe community in 2007 when Wycliffe 
employed me as a university graduate to teach Biology and 
Science. I have been provided many new opportunities over 
the years to extend my teaching and now have the privilege 
of teaching  Physics and Agriculture in addition to Science. 
Additionally in 2017, I took on a new role as Stage 5 Coordinator, 
this role has seen several changes and name titles, I’m currently 
the Stage 5 Wellbeing and Learning Leader, which gives me 
the opportunity to work alongside our Year 9 and 10 students 
and their families and to coordinate the Encounter and Aspire 
programs.

Can you share something God has taught you during your  
time here?
To trust in God rather than my actions. I have been blessed 
with the love, care and support of the community as I have 
personally grown as both a teacher and in my Christian walk. 
The challenges that I have observed people face and those that I 
have also encountered have shown the reality of God’s presence 
in our midst and the act of love that has worked through our 
community has been a real blessing. It’s funny when you hear 
the same message 4 times in a week in different ways and only 
then realise what God has been saying the whole time.
 
What is one of your favourite things about Wycliffe?
I love teaching in B11 and B10, the windows open onto our 
beautiful bush setting and I am often amazed at the view and 
how lucky I am to teach in such a beautiful setting. I really 
enjoy teaching teenagers and sharing their humour as we 
learn together, no day is the same. The staff care and there is 
a genuine sense of community and working towards a greater 
purpose.
 
Can you tell us a bit about your family? 
I am married to Kathryn, who also taught at Wycliffe in the 
Preschool until we had our children. We have been blessed 
with a daughter Evelyn, and three sons Harry, Alfie and Finn. 
We have 3 fish, a golden retriever (Bella) and 6 chickens (but 
only two have  names Mummy Chicken and Top Hat) with a 
recent Wycliffe rooster addition. 

What do you enjoy doing to relax, in your down time? 
I enjoy Saturdays with my family. I love sport and enjoy 

watching my children play and swimming with my younger 
sons, we often have morning tea at Springwood where the kids 
get a chance to take turns choosing dessert night, which they 
cook with me in  the afternoon. I like learning and trying my 
hand at new things so rarely sit still, I need to be doing to relax.

Can you share a favourite bible verse and why it’s special to you? 
Hebrews 11:1, “Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and 
assurance about what we do not see.” This was the verse that 
made me decide at the age of 19 to follow Christ, it just made 
sense.

I love science and how it attempts to explain the beauty of the 
word we live in, the trillions of cells that make up an ecosystem 
and how they function and interact with each other, how the 
chemicals themselves form and reshape themselves to display 
the world as we know it, how an electron can be both a wave 
and a particle and how our Earth is in the Goldilocks zone 
of space. I believe these all point to a divine creator whose 
presence can be felt. When camping at night and looking at the 
stars and appreciating the vast expansiveness of it all, I realise 
how very little I am in it all. Yet God knows me, wants to have 
a relationship with me and guides me.

ROB MARKS – Stage 5 Wellbeing  
& Learning Leader/Science Teacher
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Term 3 is full of 
opportunities for 
students to take part in 
representative Athletics

This year Wycliffe sent strong teams to each of the representative Athletics carnivals. 
Our teams displayed great sportsmanship and support for their fellow competitors.

Term 3 is a busy Term for representative Athletics 
with Primary and Secondary CSSA Zone, CSSA 
State and CIS State carnivals all taking place. 
Wycliffe had students take part in each of these 
carnivals. At the CSSA Zone Carnivals, our 
Primary Team placed first and won the Nepean 
Zone Carnival while our Secondary Team put in 
a very strong performance taking second place. 
Four of our students also became Zone Age 
Champions for the Nepean Zone - Jacob Gilchrist 
(9 Years Boys), Ivory Osborne (11 Years Girls), 
Denzel Wallace (11 Years Boys) and Molly Gee (16 
Years Girls).

Following on from our performance at the 
CSSA Carnivals we sent strong teams to both 
Primary and Secondary CSSA State Carnivals 
- representing the Nepean Zone. All of our 
students gave their all in their events, enjoying 
the experience of competing at this level, with 
high quality facilities and running surfaces. A 
number of students recorded personal best 
times / distances, improved on their previous 
achievements. It is wonderful to see the way 
students support one another at these events. It is 
a joy to witness students sit beside their friends, 
particularly if they are disappointed with their 
performance, to see the way they encourage each 
other and congratulate them on the way they 
have competed.

We have a number of students: Anna Sargent, 
Olivia Greenaway, Ella Greenaway, Dakota Smith, 
Ronnie Morgans, Mhikaela Mitchell, Molly Gee 
and Nicholas Loucataris who have gone on to 
represent CSSA at the State CIS Carnivals.

Congratulations to all involved in these carnivals.

“Great performances  
BY ALL INVOLVED”
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Duke of Edinburgh
The Duke of Edinburgh program is an internationally recognised 
award that is available to all 14-24 year olds, regardless of their 
background. The Award is made up of three levels, with each 
level aiming to be more challenging than the previous. The 
Bronze level, where our Wycliffe students have started their 
Duke of Ed Award is open to individuals over the age of 14 and 
takes a minimum of 6 months to complete. 

Within each level, there are four sections students need to 
complete with the support of award leaders, assessors and 
supervisors:

• Physical Recreation
Improve their physical wellbeing through sport or physical activity

• Skill
Learn and/or develop a skill such as a language, cooking or driving

• Service
Volunteer in their community

• Adventurous Journey
Experience a team adventure in a new environment 

The Gold level adds a fifth section, a Residential Project.

Completion of each of these sections aims to equip and empower 
young people to: 

• Reach their potential, including exploring the God-given talents 
they may or may not have discovered yet 

• Learn to take responsibility for their goals and choices

• Become connected to and actively engaged within their 
immediate community 

• Develop a willingness to serve and contribute positively to their 
community 

• Learn to persevere and overcome barriers to success

• Learn important life skills such as teamwork, planning, 
communicating, decision-making and leadership skills

• Increase their career opportunities.
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On Friday August 16, our Bronze level students met at the entrance to Glenbrook 
National Park, alongside students from Richard Johnson Anglican School. There 
was a chill in the morning air, but God had blessed us with beautiful weather 
for the weekend. With hiking packs loaded and excitement in their voices, 
they were ready to embark on their practice expedition. This is the second 
component of the adventurous journey section. Prior to this in Week 1 of Term 
3, students had taken part in a preparation and planning day led by Mr Chris 
Bemrose a Wycliffe parent and teacher at Richard Johnson Anglican School. 
This day was aimed at equipping students with the skills and knowledge they 
need for their practice and qualifying hikes, the second and third component of 
their Adventurous Journey. For some of our students, Glenbrook National Park 
was familiar, however this time they were swapping their mountain bikes or 
daypacks for hiking boots and an overnight 60L pack.

From the entrance of the park, we made our way down the road, across the 
causeway and took the single track towards Red Hands Cave. Just past the cave, 
we stopped for lunch and then continued navigating along the Links Track. Up 
until this point, the track was easily marked and labelled on the map, making it 
fairly easy to discern which way to walk. However, students needed to use their 
navigation and teamwork skills to locate an unmarked track. Attempt one, we 
failed. We walked straight past it without knowing. We had overestimated how 
far we needed to walk so we backtracked, Success! 

We continued walking up towards the Oaks Fire Trail and from here, made our 
way down towards Euroka Clearing via the Ironbarks Single Trail. With sore 
feet and tired bodies we set up camp at Bennetts campground. Tents were set 
up. Games of Uno were played. Sandwiches were stolen by kookaburras. Dinner 
was cooked including dehydrated apple crumble for dessert. Marshmallows 
were toasted. Conversations and stories were shared around the campfire. And 
then a well-earned sleep was had. 

“GOD HAD BLESSED US WITH  

beautiful weather   
FOR THE WEEKEND”



WYCLIFFE 
CHRISTIAN SCHOOL

Find your place, find your purpose
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